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With 55 career softball no-hitters to his credit, 25-year-old 
Bob Fesler, armed with his “Atomic Pitch” curveball, makes 
a much publicized professional baseball debut for the 
first-place Seattle Rainiers on August 10, 1955 … 13,999 
fans make their way into Seattle’s Sicks Stadium to watch 
the highly-acclaimed pitcher start the first game of a 
doubleheader with the seventh-place San Francisco Seals.

Earlier (July 28), pitching 
from a 46-foot distance used 
in softball, Fesler strikes out 
all 11 batters selected from 

the rosters of the Sacramento Salons and Rainiers (nine of 
them starters) ... signing a Rainier contract on August 8, ac-
colades for the underhanded hurler are effusive:

Dewey Soriano, Seattle General Manager: 
“Fesler is amazing. Every pitch he throws does some-
thing - none of his pitches is straight or ‘true’. He really 
has great stuff.”

Fred Hutchinson, Seattle Manager
“It’s not a publicity stunt. I think Fesler has an excel-
lent chance in organized baseball.”

Unfortunately for Soriano and Hutchin-
son, Fesler’s debut fails to match the 
pre-game hype ... after striking out 
second baseman Jimmy Moran on three 
pitches to start the game, Fesler loses 
sight of the strike zone, allowing five 
runs on two hits, five walks, two wild 
pitches and a balk before yielding to 
John Oldham who shuts down the Seals 
for the remainder of the game.

Hutchinson takes another look at Fesler 
in the nightcap ... entering the game in 
the eighth inning he doesn’t fare that much better, allowing four runs on four hits, four walks, a hit 

batter and two more wild pitches in two innings of relief work in a 13-5 loss.

At the end of his first day as a professional baseball player, the Nampa, Idaho, native leaves the stadium saddled with 
a 30.37 ERA with nine earned runs allowed in 2 2/3 innings, on nine hits, nine walks, four wild pitches, a hit batter 
and a balk.
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Bob Fesler, “The Atomic Pitch”

Other News for
August 10, 1955:
An Air Force captain 
is arrested for 
releasing a secret 
document showing 
that Jay Lovestone, a 
former general secre-
tary of the Commu-
nist Party is now the 
executive secretary of 
the Free Trade Union 
Committee of the 
American Federation 
of Labor ... two US 
Military C-119 trans-
port planes collide 
in mid-air over Ger-
many’s Black Forest, 
killing all 66 people 
on board ... Hoot 
Evers hits a three-run 
home run to lead 
first-place Cleveland 
past Detroit 3-1.

Bob Fesler Debut, August 10, 1955
Seattle Rainiers vs. San Francisco Seals
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After the game, Hutchinson tells the media 
that Fesler will stay on the staff, but another 
starting assignment is not being contem-
plated ... the Rainier skipper is now a bit more 
guarded in his opinion of Fesler, “He’ll have to 
learn to get the ball over. They didn’t hit him 
too hard, but the walks killed him.”

Seattle pitching coach Dick Barrett says Fesler has four pitches, “He throws a sinker or drop ball; a screwball, which 
breaks in to right-handers; a tantalizing, sweeping curve, and a breaking ball that he refers to as his ‘atomic pitch.’”

“It is unlike any pitch in baseball today,” says Hutchinson.

Fesler will make only two more appearances for the Rainiers, including one start on the final day of the season, end-
ing his rookie campaign 0-2 with 16.43 ERA ... he allows 14 earned runs on 16 hits, 11 walks and seven wild pitches in 
only 7 2/3 innings.

Despite his apparent inability to adapt to baseball’s 60-feet, 6-inch distance (as compared to softball’s 40-foot dis-
tance), Fesler is the fourth player signed by Seattle for the 1956 season when he inks a contract on February 4 ... one of 
19 pitchers brought to the Rainiers’ spring training, Fesler reports early to work on the control issues that plagued 
him the previous season ... on March 17, in his initial outing of the spring, Fesler holds the Portland Beavers hitless 
and scoreless in a brief two-inning stint.

On March 26, Fesler is one of eight Seattle players sent to lower minor league classifications when he is optioned to 
the Visalia Cubs of the California (C) League ... despite a strong showing against USC, Fesler’s stay with the Cubs is 
short-lived when he is returned to the Rainers with doubts about his “attitude”.

On April 19, 1956, Seattle gives up on Fesler, giving him his out-
right release ... Fesler returns to the Seattle area to pitch for the 
Renton Auto Dealers in the Cascade semipro league for the re-
mainder of the summer.

Fesler parlays his 9-1 start with the Auto Dealers into a spring 
training invite with the Denver Bears of the American (AAA) 
Association ... however Bears manager Ralph Houk, citing the 
ubiquitous “control problems”, farms Fesler out to the Western (A) 
League’s Albuquerque Dukes, where in turn the Dukes ship him to 
the Plainview Ponies of the Southwestern (B) League.

Fesler pitches one game for the Ponies before being released ... re-
turning home to Seattle he resumes his full-time job as a pipe fitter 
... he regains his amateur status in 1958 and is a softball standout for 
the next two decades.

Looking back on his 
baseball career in a July 
1958 interview with the 

Associated Press, Fesler says, “I think the change in pitching distance was 
the main difficulty. The baseball pitcher throws 14 feet 6 inches farther 
than the softball chucker. I had plenty of stuff and plenty of speed with the 
smaller, harder ball but the plate, was tough to locate. I only wish I could 
have made the try when I was 18 or 19.”

Bob Fesler 1955 Game by Game:

Date Opponent Site W/L Score  Inn R ER HT SO BB WP ERA
8.10 San Francisco ..... Home .... (L) 3-5 Start 0.2 5 5 5 1 5 2 67.46
8.10 San Francisco ..... Home ....... - 5-13 Relief 2.0 4 4 4 2 4 2 30.37
8.13 Hollywood .......... Home ....... - 1-7 Relief 1.0 1 1 1 0 1 0 25.54
9.11 Los Angeles ....... Home .... (L) 0-9 Start 4.0 4 4 6 4 1 3 16.43
1955 Season Totals............ (0-2)  4 games 7.2 14 14 16 7 11 7 16.43
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