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May 5, 1904
Cy Perfect
In the Boston Americans’ 3-0 
victory over the visiting Phila-
delphia Athletics, future Hall 
of Famer Cy Young hurls the 
first perfect game in “modern 
day” baseball annals … the 
37-year-old’s accomplishment 
is so unique that the newspa-
pers of the day have no idea 
how to describe his feat.

Prior to Young’s effort, there 
had been only two perfect 
games in major league history, 
and they both occur within 
five days of one another 24 
years earlier ... both games 
are played under rules that allow only underhand pitching 
from a box 45 feet from home plate and it takes eight balls 
to walk a batter.

Worcester Ruby Legs lefty Lee Richmond throws the first per-
fect game in major league history, beating the Cleveland Blues 
1-0, on June 12, 1880 … five days later, on June 17, future Hall 
of Famer John Montgomery Ward, pitching for the Providence 
Grays, is perfect in a 5-0 win over the Buffalo Bisons.

Richmond would go on to lead the National League in ap-
pearances in 1880, pitching in 74 games of the Ruby Legs’ 83 

games … finish-
ing with a 32-32 
record and a 2.15 
ERA in nearly 
600 innings 
pitched (590.2), 
Richmond would 
later become the 
Dean of Men at 
the University of 
Toledo.
 


