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Cups of Coffee: Andy O’Connor

On October 6, 1908, on the same day that 
Austria announces that it will annex the 
Turkish providences of Bosnia and Her-
segovina in defiance of European opin-
ion, 24-year-old Roxbury, Massachusetts 
native Andrew (Andy) O’Connor, pitching 
for the last-place New York Highlanders, 
makes his only major league appearance 
against the Boston Red Sox.

Acquired by the last-place Highlanders 
from the Trenton Tigers of the Tri-State (B) 
League earlier for an undisclosed amount 
of money, O’Connor strikes out five en 
route to pitching a complete game, but 
walks seven, yields 15 hits and is accorded 
“miserable support” in an 11-3 loss to the 
Red Sox at Boston’s Huntington Avenue 
Grounds

O’Connor’s mound opponent on the third 
to last day of the 1908 regular season is 
another Massachusetts native making 

what will also be his only major league appearance, Henry (Doc) 
McMahon, a “fine, healthy broth of a boy”. McMahon, from nearby 
Woburn and the College of the Holy Cross, also hurls a complete 
game, allowing three runs on 15 hits.

Records for O’Connor’s years in professional baseball are 
mostly incomplete. Listed below are teams I can identify 
that O’Connor played for:

Year Team W-L League
1908 Wilmington Peaches ....................x .................Tri-State
1908 Trenton Tigers ........................... 3-5 .................Tri-State
1908 New York Highlanders ............ 0-1 .............. American
1909 Trenton Tigers ................................x .................Tri-State
1909 Johnstown Johnnies ....................x .................Tri-State
1909 Altoona Mountaineers ................x .................Tri-State
1910 New Bedford Whalers ..................x .......New England

O’Connor is credited with being the oldest living former 
major leaguer when dies on September 26, 1980, in Nor-
wood, Massachusetts at the age of 96.
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Huntington Grounds, Boston, Massachusetts

Wednesday, September 10, 1907
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