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BAKER CONVICTED
Roger Baker, the president of the Northeastern 
League the previous summer, is sentenced to 12 to 
22 years in the Massachusetts state prison in trial 
held in Boston ... Baker is convicted of embezzling 
$300,000 from a leather firm where he was employed as an assistant treasurer.

50 percent pay raise
Coming off a season where he hits .285 with 22 extra 
base hits, 21-year-old Oakland Oaks second baseman Leo 
Kintana returns his contract unsigned ... the Oaks offer the 
California native the same salary he received the previous 
season, Kintana wants a 50 percent boast in salary ... 
Kintana eventually signs with the Southern Associations’s 
Memphis Chickasaws where he hits .273 in 130 games.

vangrofski to des moines
The Pittsburgh Pirates reduce the numbers of catchers on 

their roster to four with the release of light-hitting catcher 
Walter VanGrofski to Des Moines of the Western League ... 
coming off a season where he hit .222 with Little Rock, Van 
Grofski will remain property of the Pirates and play another 
11 seasons in the minors, retiring after playing 19 games in 
1951 as a 39-year-old for the Wellsville Rockets of the PONY 
(D) League.

tiny ii 
The Southern Association’s New Orleans Pelicans agree 
to give Ernest Osborne a trial this upcoming spring ... the 
son of former Pelican pitcher Tiny Osborne, the 6-foot-
5, 210-pound right-hander pitched semipro ball in the 
Atlanta area in each of the previous two years ... not mak-
ing the New Orleans’ opening day roster, Osborne will go 
12-9 splitting time between the Jackson Mississippians (4-8) and the Opelousas 
Indians.

DEATH OVER A BASEBALL
Troy Savage, a 21-year-old Anderson, South 
Carolina, textile worker is convicted of man-
slaughter in the fatal stabbing of Bill Tidwell, 
the manager and a star player on the Appleton 
Mill (S.C.) baseball team in game back on June 
16 ... Tidwell dies several days later after the 
altercation over a foul ball which Savage went 
into the grandstand to retrieve.

AMERICAN LEGION
A pair of American Legion stars - future major 
league pitcher Joe Haynes and catcher Ralph 
Bradley - sign professional baseball contracts 
with the Cincinnati Reds and are assigned to 
the Jeanette Little Pirates of the Pennsylvania 
State (D) Association.

smokeless coal athletic association
The Beckley Miners of the Middle Atlantic (C) League reorganize for the upcom-
ing season ... the team’s new owners change the corporation’s name from “Beck-
ley Athletic Corporation” to “Smokeless Coal Athletic Corporation.”
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