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On September 31, 1901, Clarence Franklin 
(Midget) Currie, a native of Windsor, Ontario, 
Canada, signs a major league contract with the 
National League’s Cincinnati Reds.

Coming off a spectacular 22-0 season for 
Appleton of the Wisconsin State League that 
summer, the 22-year-old right-hander is signed 
by Reds scout Ted Sullivan and is told to report 
to Cincinnati’s pre-season training camp the 
following spring.

Currie pitches two seasons in the majors with 
Cincinnati (1902), the St. Louis Cardinals (1902-
1903) and the Chicago Cubs (1903) He com-
pletes his major league career with a solid 3.23 
ERA despite a 15-23 record that includes 31 
complete games (in 38 starts), with four shut-
outs and two saves.

As a 23-year-old rookie in 1923, he is 10-9 with 
a 2.98 ERA with 16 complete games (including three shutouts) splitting time between the Reds and Cardinals. 
After being released by the Reds on July 14th, the Canadian is picked up by St. Louis on July 23. On July 29, Cur-
rie rewards the Cardinals’ confidence by pitching a six-hit complete game in a 5-1 win over the New York Giants.

On August 17, Currie relieves starter Alex Pearson in the third inning and limits visiting Brooklyn to two runs (one 
earned) in a career-best 16-inning perfor-
mance. Currie strikes out one and walks 
five as the Cardinals and Superbas battle 
to a 7-7 tie when the game is stopped on 
account of darkness.

St. Louis’ opening day starter in 1903, 
Currie drops to 5-14 with a 3.82 ERA, 
splitting time between the Cardinals 
and the Chicago Cubs in his second, 
and final, major league season.

Following the 1903 season, Currie will 
never appear in another major league 
game, pitching six more seasons in the 
minor leagues and with semi-pro teams 
in the Great Lakes region. 

Currie is one of a number of players 
when faced with a cut in salary, prefers 
to play independent ball rather than 
accept the lower salary.
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Clarence Currie, “A Canadian Prodigy”

Clarence Currie Year by Year:

Year Team League Level W-L INN BB SO ERA
1899 Muskegon Reds  S-Pro - - - - -
1900 Appleton Wisconsin State S-Pro - - - - -
1901 Appleton Wisconsin State S-Pro 22-0 - - - -
1902 Cincinnati Reds NATIONAL ML 3-4 65.1 17 20 3.72
 St. Louis Cardinals NATIONAL ML 7-5 124.2 35 30 2.60
1903 St. Louis Cardinals NATIONAL ML 4-12 148.0 60 52 4.01
 Chicago Cubs NATIONAL ML 1-2 33.1 9 9 2.97
1904 Toronto Maple Leafs Eastern A 15-10 - 90 79 -
1905 Toronto Maple Leafs Eastern A 16-19 303.0 77 - -
1906 Toronto/Buffalo Bisons Eastern A 14-15 250.0 93 - -
1907 Buffalo Bisons Eastern A 4-4 56.0 26 24 -
1908 Menasha Lake Shore S-Pro - - - - -
1909 Moose Jaw Robin Hoods Western Canada D 6-6 92.0 29 41 -
 Kenosha Lake Shore S-Pro - - - - -
1910 Superior Red Sox Minnesota-Wisconsin D - - - - -
Major League Totals .............................. 2 Years 15-23 371.1 121 111 3.39
Minor League Totals .............................. 6 Years 49-48 609.0 196 144 -

ML Debut: April 24, 1902, at Palace of the Fans, Cincinnati, Ohio: relieved Bill Phillips in sixth 
inning; allowed no runs over three innings in a 9-8 loss to the St. Louis Cardinals in 10 innings.
ML Finale: September 21, 1903, at West Side Grounds, Chicago, Illinois: started and pitched 
a complete game; allowed 8 runs (4 earned) on 12 hits, 2 walks and 2 strikeouts in a 8-3 
loss to Christy Matthewson and the New York Giants; went 1-for-3 against Matthewson.

1903 - Led National League in games finished (8)
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Currie Chronology:

September 31, 1901
Coming off a 22-0 mark for Appleton, the champions of the semi-pro 
Wisconsin State League, Currie signs with the National League’s Cin-
cinnati Reds.

July 14, 1902
Erve “Dutch” Beck and Currie are released by the Reds ... Beck, batting 
.305 with 10 doubles, three triples and one home run at the time of 
the release, will sign with American League’s Detroit Tigers on July 17, 
where he will end his major league career with a lifetime batting aver-
age of .296 in 41 games with the Bengals.

July 23, 1902
The fifth-place St. Louis Cardinals sign Currie.

July 29, 1902
In his first game with the Cardinals, Currie pays immediate dividends 
pitching a complete game six-hitter in a 5-1 win over the New York Giants.

August 17, 1902
In the longest game played to date in St. Louis (18 innings), Currie relieves 
starter Alex Pearson in the third inning and limits Brooklyn to two runs (one 
earned) in a career-high 16-inning performance ... Currie strikes out one 
and walks five as the Cardinals and Superbas battle to a 7-7 tie before the 
game is called on account of darkness.

November 1902
St. Louis manager Patsy Donovan declares that Clarence Currie is “one of 
the most promising young pitchers” in the National League. 

March 4, 1903
Currie marries Miss Meta Sehreck in Milwaukee.

April 16, 1903
Named as the Cardinals’ opening day 
pitcher against the Chicago Cubs, Currie 
responds with a four-hit complete game in 
a 2-1 victory before 4,676 at the Cubs’ West 
Side Grounds ... Currie strikes out four and 
walks two.

June 23, 1903
One newspaper opines of Currie:

“Currie, better known as ‘Midget,’ is one of the 
‘real things’ of the St. Louis Cardinals ... Currie is 

pitching a ‘star game’ and in fact he has been doing well since he graduated from minor 
league company. He (Currie) is one of the young men of the national game, but that 
does not seem to make him any the less reliable. He has made several highly creditable 
strikeout records. In a recent game with Chicago he retired eleven men to the bench.”

August 17, 1902
Robison Field, St. Louis, Missouri

Brooklyn at St. Louis

April 16, 1903
Robison Field, St. Louis, Missouri

Brooklyn at St. Louis



Clarence Currie [3 of 3]:

June 25, 1903
Currie pitches a two-hit 1-0 shutout in the first game of a double-
header with the Boston Bees.

July 1903
The Chicago Cubs purchase both Currie and Otto Williams from 
the St. Louis Cardinals.

October 10, 1903
The Chicago Cubs trade Currie, Tommy Raub and send $750 to 
Toronto Maple Leafs of the Eastern (A) League for pitcher Buttons 
Briggs.

Currie is one of the large number of players who this year re-
ceived a cut in salary and prefers to play Independent ball rather 
than accept the lower salary.

April 15, 1904
The Toronto Maple Leafs farm Currie out to the Williamsport.

July 1906
The Toronto Maple Leafs trade Currie to the Buffalo Bisons for 
40-year-old catcher and former major leaguer Bob Woods.

May 1907
Complaining of a sore arm, Currie has had his right arm examined ... physicians determine that several of the 
nerve centers in the forearm and elbow are affected ... the doctors advise treatment which may keep him out 
of the game for a month.

August 1907
Buffalo offers Currie and pitcher Ernest Greene to the Montreal Royals for infielder George Needham ... Mon-
treal turns the trade offer down, but offers Needham straight-up for Buffalo outfielder Jake Gettman; the 
Bisons decline the proposal.

December 17, 1907
Currie’s effort to obtain a franchise for Appleton, Wisconsin, in the Lake Shore League fails ... Currie blames the 
failure on the lack of a street car line out to the city’s baseball field ... a petition, signed by hundreds of Apple-
ton citizens, is presented to the Wisconsin Traction Light Heat & Power Company in an effort to extend the 
line, but the company refuses to do so.

March 1910
Currie signs with Superior of the Minnesota-Wisconsin League but decides not to report because of “difficulty” 
in the amount of salary.

June 17, 1910
With his roster above the league limit, Superior Red Sox manager Artie 
O’Dea drops Currie from the team.

July 15, 1941
Currie dies in Little Chute, Wisconsin, at the age of 62.


