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What do we really know about Charles “Lefty” Hallman, and why did the of-
ficial statistician for the Virginia (C) League in 1907 dislike him so much?

For starters we know that Hallman was from Oreland, Pennsylvania, a suburb 
of Philadelphia, and that he was a left-handed pitcher (see attached photo) of 
varying talent who pitched four seasons in the minors between 1907 and 1910.

We also know that Hallman must have been quite a talker.

“Hallman has a great amount of mouth, more than the average ballplayer.”
July 27, 1906 - Bridgeton (N.J.) Evening News

Still, being overly verbose and/or being from Pennsylvania, still does not 
explain why said statistician pinned an 0-15 mark on our Mr. Hallman, when in 
fact he was 9-15 (which explains the .375 winning percentage) with three ties 
for the last-place Portsmouth (Va.) Truckers.

In season-ending sta-
tistics used by both 
the Reach and Spald-
ing Guides, Hallman 
is listed as 0-15 in 31 
appearances despite 
being credited with 
two shutouts. 

The two guides have 
our talkative port-
sider allowing only 
200 hits and walking 
36 in 259 innings 
(WHIP of .911), while 
striking out 114.

However, being an avid reader of Hardy Boys books while growing up, I deduced that something was amiss in the Com-
monwealth, and after a thorough 
review of Virginia League box 
scores in The Sporting Life my sus-
picions were confirmed. Our Mr. 
Hallman had nine more wins than 
he was credited with.

Controversy avoided.

Most of Hallman’s statistics - in-
nings pitched, strikeouts, hits 
and walks allowed - are similar 
between the guides and my re-
search - except for victories.
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Charles Hallman, “Winless in Portsmouth?”

Charles Hallman Year by Year:

Year Team League Level W-L G SHO INN H SO BB
1904 Glendside, Oreland Philadelphia City Amt - - - - - - -
1905 Oreland, Highland Suburban SPro - - - - - - -
1906 Williamstown, Germantown Penn Spro - - - - - - -
1907 Portsmouth Truckers Virginia C 9-15-3 31 2 246.1 186 109 57
1908 Portsmouth Truckers Virginia C 16-17-4 42 5 - - 101 58
1909 Portsmouth Truckers Virginia C 0-0 1 - - - - -
 New Bedford Whalers New England B 1-5 6 0 40.1 47 30 14
 Fayetteville Highlanders Eastern Carolina D 17-7 24 - - - - -
1910 Kansas City Blues American Assoc. A 0-1 1 - - - - -
 Galesburg Pavers Central Assoc. D 8-15 28 - 213.0 174 61 -
1912 Stetson A.A. West Philadelphia SPro - - - - - - -
 Media Delaware County SPro - - - - - - -
1913 Stetson A.A. West Philadelphia SPro - - - - - - -
Minor League Totals 4 Seasons  51-61-7 133 - - - - -
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HALLMAN Chronology

April 22, 1907 uu
Hallman makes his professional baseball debut with the Portsmouth Truckers 
of the Virginia (D) League. Starting on the mound against the visiting Rich-
mond Colts and backed by a second inning triple play, Hallman goes seven 
innings, allowing five runs on eight hits and two walks in a light drizzling rain 
and before 2,000 fans “who shouted themselves hoarse.” 

Hallman, who is 1-for-3 at the plate with an RBI, is relieved by Charles Shuman 
who allows two runs in the eighth and absorbs the loss as Richmond runs its 
record to 4-0 with a 5-3 victory.

May 7, 1907
Following two losses and a no decision in his first three games (despite allowing 
only eight runs in 23 innings) Hallman picks up his first win of the season, strik-
ing out a season-high eight batters en route to a complete game five-hit 5-1 

win over the fourth-place Roanoke Tigers.

June 20, 1907
Hallman and Richmond’s Charles Carter duel for 
12 innings before the 2-2 game is called on ac-
count of darkness by umpire Turby. 

July 2, 1907
Virginia League president Jake Wells, calls 
for meeting in Richmond to discuss several 
instances of  “rowdy ball playing”  ... Roanoke 
player/manager Win Clark has been charged 
with assulting umpire Byron and Norfolk second baseman Gus Ruhland will be tried 
on hitting umpire Staunton ... Wells wants managers and players to understand that 
rough play “will not be tolerated”.

July 3, 1907
Umpire William Hoffman is fined $8.95 by 
Lynchburg Justice Fortune for usuing foul 
language while officiating the Richmond 
at Lynchburg game two days earlier.

July 18, 1907 uu
Prompt work of local police enable um-
pire Handlboe to barely escape injury 
when 4,000 Richmond fans rush the 
field upset with Handlboe when he calls 
Colt left fielder Billy Heffron out at third 
base following a single by Billy Wallace.

tt July 19, 1907
Hallman pitches the first and only no-hitter of his professional baseball career against 
Danville - but loses the game when the Red Sox, assisted by errors by Hallman and 
second baseman William Hevener, push across a pair of runs in the top of the ninth for 
a 2-0 win ... Hallman’s mound opponent, future major leaguer Jimmy Lavender, yields 
only a single to 31-year-old Edward Butman, a weak-hitting first baseman.

April 22, 1907
Richmond Colts vs. Portsmouth Truckers

Washington Street Ballpark, Portsmouth, Virginia

July 19, 1907
Danville Red Sox vs. Portsmouth Truckers
Washington Street Ballpark, Portsmouth



Charles Hallman, Game by Game - 1907

Date Opponent Dec. Score CG INN RUN HIT SO BB
4.22 Richmond - 3-5 - 7.0 3 8 4 2
4.26 Roanoke L 1-3 CG 7.0 3 7 7 2
4.30 Danville L 2-3 CG 9.0 3 6 5 5
5.7 Roanoke W 5-1 CG 9.0 1 5 8 3
5.8 Roanoke L 1-6 CG 6.0 6 6 2 1
5.13 Danville W 3-2 CG 9.0 2 5 4 3
5.17 Norfolk W 4-1 CG 9.0 1 5 4 2
5.22 Lynchburg L 2-6 CG 9.0 6 7 4 2
5.29 Norfolk L 4-5 CG 9.0 5 8 5 2
6.5 Danville S 5-4 - 0.2 0 0 0 0
6.6 Roanoke W 3-2 CG 9.0 2 7 4 5
6.20 Richmond T 2-2 CG 12.0 2 8 3 6
7.3 Roanoke W 2-1 CG 9.0 1 3 3 5
7.9 Roanoke W 3-2 CG 9.0 2 6 5 2
7.15 Richmond T 1-1 CG 10.0 1 2 6 1
7.19 Danville L 0-2 CG 9.0 2 0 5 1
7.23 Norfolk L 0-5 CG 8.0 5 11 4 1
7.26 Richmond L 2-12 CG 8.0 12 12 5 3
7.29 Lynchburg W 2-0 CG 9.0 0 5 5 1
8.1 Lynchburg L 1-3 CG 9.0 3 7 5 -
8.3 Lynchburg T 0-0 CG 9.0 0 5 2 2
8.7 Richmond L 2-3 CG 9.0 3 3 5 2
8.12 Roanoke L 0-4 CG 9.0 4 6 0 2
8.15 Richmond W 7-5 CG 9.0 5 9 4 1
8.19 Roanoke L 1-4 CG 9.0 4 8 2 -
8.22 Danville L 1-6 CG 8.0 6 12 3 1
8.26 Lynchburg L 2-8 CG 8.0 8 11 2 1
9.7 Lynchburg W 4-2 CG 9.0 2 9 1 1
9.13 Danville - 2-6  5.1 0 5 3 0
9.19 Norfolk L 0-1 CG 8.2 1 5 2 0
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The no-hitter caps an outstanding six-game span for Hallman 
where he completes six straight games, including two extra 
inning tilts, while yielding only 12 runs on 26 hits in 58 innings 
pitched ... over the remainder of the season, Hallman goes 3-9-1.

April 22, 1909
On the same day that Harvard’s 
ace hurler Charles Hicks no-hits 
the University of Virginia in a 1-0 
victory in Charlottesville, Hall-
man, in relief of starter John 
Burns, makes his final appearance 
for Portsmouth, allowing four 
runs in three innings in a 9-4 loss 
to the Norfolk Tars in the season opener for both teams.

May 1, 1909
Reportedly saddled with a sore arm, Hallman is released by 
Portsmouth.

June 3, 1909
Picked up in early May after be-
ing released by the Portsmouth 
Truckers, the New Bedford 
Whalers of the New England (B) 
League release Hallman, who is 
1-5 in six appearances.

June 10, 1909
Hallman signs with the Fayetteville Highlanders of the Eastern Carolina (D) League.

June 16, 1909
Hallman allows only five hits 
and strikes out six but loses his Highlanders’ debut 2-1 to Wilson 
when Tobacconists’ infielder Steve Yerkes scores from third on 
an error.

tt August 28, 1909
On the final day of the regular season, Hallman combines with 
catcher Harry Galvin to shut out Goldsboro, 3-0, on eight hits in 
the first game of a 
Eastern (D) Carolina 
doubleheader ... the 
complete game win 
gives Hallman a 17-7 
mark in 24 appear-
ances for the High-
landers.

October 2, 1909 uu
Impressed by his performance with Fayetteville, Philadelphia Athletics’ 
owner Connie Mack drafts Hallman for his American League team.
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tt December 30, 1909
Following an appeal by Hallman’s former team, the Portsmouth Truck-
ers, who attempt to lay claim to Hallman, the National Baseball Com-
mission punts the responsibility to the National Association saying it 
has no jurisdiction in the matter.

January 14, 1910 uu
Hallman’s term as a Philadelphia 
Athletic is brief when he is one of 
10 players “disposed” of by Con-
nie Mack. Hallman and Charles 
Fanning are sent to Kansas City of 
the American (A) Association.

March 26, 1910
Hallman “a young southpaw with much smoke on the mound who has 
pleased the manager by his warming up work”  makes a less-than-successful 
debut with Kansas City, allowing six runs in three innings in a 13-8 exhibition 
game win over Denver.

July 13, 1912
Acquired by the Media Team of Chester, Pennsylvania, Hallman is scheduled to be on the mound against rival 
Hockdale ... in addition to Hallman, the Medians also acquire left fielder Vernon Touchstone formerly of Prospect 
Park ... to combat the Media acquisitions of Hallman and Touchstone, the Rockdale manager is given “carte blanche” 
in his selection of players just for the one game, after which they will be required to play regularly listed players.

The Media-Prospect Park game is so highly anticipated that the Media management decides to raise the admission 
price to Media Field to 25 cents for men, 15 cents for women and five cents for boys.

However at noon, Hall-
man sends word that 
he will remain in Phila-
delphia with the Stet-
sons. Touchstone takes 
Hallman’s place on the  
mound and pitches a 
complete game 7-3 win.

October 5, 1912
Now pitching for the 
Stetson Athletic Club, 
Hallman pitches a five-hit 
complete game 12-1 vic-
tory over the Mt. Moriah 
Champs in a West Phila-
delphia League contest.

April 21, 1915
The Kansas City Packers 
release Hallman to the 
Sioux City Indians of the 
Western League.


