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September 1, 1951 - Phoenix, Arizona    

Phoenix Senators ace pitcher Tony 
Ponce sets what is believed at the 
time to be a new record in orga-
nized baseball, completing his 38th 
straight game of the season with 
a 4-2 win over the last-place Yuma 
Panthers.

Ponce pitches 352 innings without 
having to removed from a game.

However, within days it is discovered 
that Memphis Egyptians’ righthander 
Glenn Liebrandt hurled 45 complete 
games in 46 starts in 1906, with 40 
being successive.

Leibrandt’s one incomplete games 
took place on May 5, during a 9-4 
win over Little Rock when he was 
thrown out of the game by umpire 
Pfenninger for disputing one of 
the arbiter’s decisions.

Tony Ponce, “Iron Man”

  September 13, 1953 - San Francisco, California

San Francisco Seals’ veteran knuckle-
ball pitcher Tony Ponce, brought up 

from the Class C California League 
during the final week in August, 

proves to be a late-season sensation 
in the Pacific Coast League when he 

picks up eight victories over a 17-
day span, including a doubleheader 
sweep, 4-2 and 1-0, of the Los Ange-
les Angels on the season’s final day.

Acquired from the Ventura Oilers 
where he has 15 wins and a league-

leading 20 losses, Ponce makes 
fewer than 100 pitches in each of his 

eight victories

Ponce credits his late-season per-
formance by being able to use his 
knuckleball more saying, “I could 

not throw my knuckle ball in the low 
leagues because the catchers 

couldn’t hold it.”

Tony Ponce, 1953 San Francisco Seals

Ponce’s Amazing Streak

Date Opp Score Inn ER HT SO W
A28 Oakland 5-2 9 2 6 3 2
S1 Hollywood 4-1 9 1 6 5 2
S3 Hollywood 13-2 2 0 0 0 0
S4 Hollywood 7-5 3 0 4 1 1
S6 Hollywood 5-1 7 1 6 3 1
S10 Los Angeles 5-4 9 4 11 0 1
S13 Los Angeles 4-2 9 2 10 1 0



Tony Ponce [2 of 2]:

Following a three-game rookie debut 
in 1941 with the Anaheim Aces of the 
California (C) League, Ponce enters mili-
tary service. After spending two years in 
the Army, Ponce plays four years in the 
Mexican League with Hermosillo and 
one season with Nogales in the Senora 
State League.

In 1949, Ponce goes 22-6 with a league-
best .786 winning percentage for the 
Phoenix Senators. He hits .298 with 17 
RBIs and his 4.48 ERA is eighth among 
league leaders, but he is left off the 
Arizona-Texas League all-star team in 
favor of Juarez Indios’ lefthander Memo 
Luna (12-6, 4.85 ERA).

In 12 minor league campaigns, Ponce 
has eight-straight seasons with 200 or 
more innings pitched, including two 
years (1951 & 1953) with 300 innings 
plus.

The Rivera, California, native ends his ca-
reer in 1958 following a combined 4-15 
mark with four different teams.

Tony Ponce Year by Year:

Year Team League Level W-L INN H BB SO ERA
1940 Whittier High School ...........................SoCal HS - - - - - ---
 Housel Truck....................LA Winter League Spro - - - - - ---
1941 Anaheim Aces ............................... California C 1-1 15 - - - ---
 Housel Truck....................LA Winter League SPro - - - - - ---
1948 3 Teams .............................................. 2 Lgs C-AAA 15-11 200 227 0 47 4.1
   Nogales Internationals ...........Sonora State MexL 9-0 - - - - ---
   Oakland Oaks .........................Pacific Coast AAA 0-1 6 7 0 4 9
   Phoenix Senators .................Arizona-Texas C 15-10 194 220 - 43 3.94
1949 Phoenix Senators ...................Arizona-Texas C 22-6 239 285 - 73 4.48
1950 Phoenix Senators ...................Arizona-Texas C 18-11 254 343 - 72 5.31
1951 Phoenix Senators .................. Southwest Int. C 25-16 352 369 - 75 3.45
1952 Phoenix Senators ...................Arizona-Texas C 19-12 234 334 - 73 5.27
1953 2 Teams .............................................. 2 Lgs C-Opn 23-20 341 378 19 85 3.85
   Ventura Oilers ............................. California C 15-20 279 320 - 70 4.42
   San Francisco Seals ...............Pacific Coast Opn 8-0 62 58 19 15 1.31
1954 San Francisco Seals .................Pacific Coast Opn 14-16 237 256 69 61 3.41
1955 San Francisco Seals .................Pacific Coast Opn 10-12 184 229 61 48 4.26
1956 2 Teams .............................................. 2 Lgs AAA 10-8 145 184 31 27 4.03
   Louisville Colonels ...........American Assoc. AAA 9-7 105 139 21 22 4.46
   Miami Marlins ........................ International AAA 1-1 40 45 10 5 2.92
1957 Indianapolis Indians ...........American Assoc. AAA 12-13 176 203 53 52 4.55
1958 4 Teams .............................................. 3 Lgs C-AAA 4-15 145 209 - 32 5.96
   Indianapolis Indians .........American Assoc. AAA 0-1 - - - - ---
   Chattanooga Lookouts .................Southern AA 0-0 - - - - ---
   New Orleans Pelicans ..................Southern AA 1-4 40 57 - 11 6.08
   Mexicali Aguilas .................Arizona-Mexico C 3-10 105 152 - 21 5.91
1960 Long Beach Rockets ..................City League SPro - - - - - ---
Minor League Totals .....................12 Seasons  173-141 2522 3017 - 645 4.30


