
      ©DiamondsintheDusk.com

June 20, 1950
Enough Said...
The New York Giants 
announce the signing 
of 19-year-old phe-
nom Willie Mays ... a 
three-year veteran of 
the Negro American 
League, Mays is bat-
ting .318 with four 
home runs and 22 
RBIs for the Birming-
ham Black Barons.

Signed by New York 
scout Eddie Mon-
tague, the Giants 
are reported to have 
offered $15,000 for 
Mays’ signature - be-
lieved to be a record 
amount for a Negro 
player.

A football and basketball prep star at 
Fairfield High School in nearby Fairfield, 
Alabama, Mays is not allowed to play 
baseball in high school since he was 
already playing home games with the 
Black Barons since 1948.

The New York Yankees will later claim 
that they decide not to sign Mays because “he couldn’t hit a 
curveball.”

Assigned to the Trenton Giants of the Interstate (B) League, 
Mays will hit .353 (108-306) in his minor league debut with 20 
doubles, eight triples and four home runs in 81 games.

On May 23, 1952, Mays, on a 16-game hitting streak, is batting 
.477 (71-149) with 30 RBIs in 35 games for the Minneapolis 
Millers when the Giants call him up to major leagues ... he 
makes his debut two days later (May 25) going 0-5 with a 
strikeout against the Philadelphia Phillies at Shibe Park.


