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The Sporting NewsFebruary 1943
Nestled at the bottom 
of page five in the 
February 25, 1943 
issue of the Sporting 
News, is a want ad 
placed by the World 
Champion St. Louis 
Cardinals announcing 
position openings for 
experienced players 
to fill out the rosters 
for their minor league 
teams at the AA, B 
and D classification 
levels.

Fourteen months fol-
lowing the Japanese 
attack on Pearl 
Harbor, organized 
baseball is begin-
ning to suffer from 
an acute manpower 
shortage as a total of 
2,431 minor league players are either serving in the military or have retired 
to concentrate on their wartime jobs. A day before the Sporting News issue 
hits the street, the venerable Texas League disbands, leaving only nine 
minor leagues to begin the 1943 season.


