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ThievesSeptember 27, 1943
LANCASTER, PA.
For the second time in four 
years, the Lancaster Red 
Roses capture the Interstate (B) 
League title with a 6-to-5 come 
from behind victory over the 
York White Roses in a decid-
ing game seven that features 
a rally by the home team, air 
raid sirens, a 20-minute prac-
tice blackout (this is 1943) and 
a stolen base. Literally.

Played before a Interstate 
League record crowd of 7,267, 
the game is delayed 20 
minutes in the fourth inning 
when the Lancaster’s air raid 
sirens sound (this is during the 
war) and darkness envelopes the field. When the lights come back on, the 
umpires discover that during the blackout second base had been stolen.

Lancaster’s 17-year-old shortstop Billy DeMars, who hit a meager .232 in 
21 regular season games, keys the comeback with a team-high three RBIs, 
including the go-ahead RBI in the sixth inning. Twenty-year-old Red Rose 
third baseman George Kell chips in with a pair of RBIs on two hits.

It is not know if the thief, or thieves, were ever apprehended.


