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On This Date October 4,1913

On the final day of the 1913 season, Wash-
ington Senators’ manager Clark Griffith starts 
star pitcher Walter Johnson in center field.

Johnson, who garnered his 36th victory of 
the season five days earlier with a 1-0 four-
hit shutout of Philadelphia, is 2-for-3 with 
a double, two stolen bases and two runs 
scored before being summoned to relieve 
Germany Schaefer in the ninth inning. 

The future Hall of Fame right-hander allows 
two runs on a pair of hits before being 
relieved by Eddie Ainsmith and finishing the 
game at second base. In all, the Senators use 
18 players, including the 43-year-old Griffith, 
who pitches a scoreless eighth inning.

Johnson ends the season with 1.09 ERA and 
it remains that way for more than 70 years 
until it’s discovered that those two ninth-
inning runs against the Red Sox had been 
omitted from the season’s final statistics. 
Johnson’s ERA is officially raised to 1.145, 
which drops him from third to fifth among 
the best single-season ERA marks since 1900.


