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On MF 15, 1906, with a complete reorganization of the dysfunctional Battle
Creek franchise ongoing, and in an effort to reorganize itself into a six-team
circuit, Interstate League refugee Saginaw is granted mid-season member-
ship in the Southern Michigan League.

To enhance league balance and competitiveness, both the Saginaw and the
reconstituted Battle Creek nines are granted a unique “average start on an
even basis," where both teams' won-loss records are determined by an aver-
a?e of the league’s standings - a record half way between the first and last

place clubs.

When Saginaw begins play on July 18, the team is assigned a record of 15-20
- the average between first place Mt. Clemons and last place Battle Creek.

On the strength of a seven-hit complete game by 30-year-old Nel Mason,
Saginaw makes its debut before a crowd of 950 at Recreation Park, rallying
for a 5-4 win over the visiting Bathers of Mt. Clemens.

Four days later, on July 22, and bolstered by another “average start on even
basis,"and a similar 15-20 record, the Battle Creek Creekites make their reap-
pearance in Southern Michigan League play by dropping an 11-inning 6-5
decision to Kalamazoo.

CAN YU BEAT IT?

On July 16, one day after
Saginaw is admitted to

BATTLE CREEK LOST TOUGH

formed.
ONE IN ELEVENTH.

BATTLE CREEK. KALAMAZUO,

‘Average Start on Even Basis”

SAGINAW OFF RIGHT

BEATS MT. CLEMENS IN FAST
GAME AS STARTER.
MT. CLEMEXNS, SAGINAW,
ABHOAE ABIHOAE
Deiselm. 4 1 2 0 0 Plum'r,r 31 0 0 0
Rothd... 4 1 1 4 ¢ Cam'on,l 4 014 1 0
Cocash,2. 4 1 0 4 1 Bush3.., 3 2 25 0
Ort.8..... 4 6 3 2 1 Bells.... § 21290
Taylor,dd. 4 1 0 0 0 Dillon,2., 4 2 0 3 0
Vizard,r. 3 0 0 0 0 Nealm.. 5 2 4 0 0
Hayes,l. 3 113 0 0 Harmms,l. 3 1 1 00
Martin,c., 3 0 6 4 0 Jessup,c. 4 2 4 0 0
MCty,p 3 203 0 Mason,p. 4 01 3 1
Totals..32 72717 2 Totals..371227 14 1
INnINgsS..coveveeseee.l] 2 3 § 567 85 9
Mt., Clemens ........ 00400000 0
Saginaw ... 200030000

Two-base hit—Bell. Three-base hits—Neal.
Plummer. Sacrifice hits—Cameron, Harms,
First base on balls—Off McCarthy 3, Firs:
base on error—Saginaw 1. Left on bases
—~Mt. Clemens 1, Saginaw 10, Struck out
—By McCarthy 7, hy Mason 3. Wild 'p:l--h
—Mc¢Carthy., Time—1:40. Umplres—0'Con-
ner and Popkay. Attendance 930,

the league, Battle Creek releases all of their players with the exception of
Jack Landry, Mike Keveney and Waddell. Battle Creek eventually forfeits
a game to Tecumsah, rather than play a game before a new team can be

It had been hoped that the players from the Flint Vehics, which had been

werm s 6 206 Roune.s 1190 |Pplayingindependentball since the Interstate League disbanded earlier,
Faawz i 3 012 0 1 Parkens 3 3 2 1.2 | wouldarrivein town on July 17 and don Battle Creek uniforms that after-
Kvoyds 2 411 !:'r:‘g.til. 32200 |noon in a Southern Michigan League game against Mt. Clemons.
Hale.s 5 2 % 2 0 Andrsd. 2
H's'g'r,2 511 51 B'_nﬂl"&'.l f 1101 . ) . .
Dennisr. 4 1 1-0 0 Wbat'nl 3 014 0 0 | Battle Creek, fielding a minor league team for the first time in four years, has
Brdl'y.ee 4 0 b I | Walsh,c. o 1901 h B f A f
MCainp 1 0 0 1 0 spkerp. 0 0 0 1 o | theleague’s best attendance totals, often exceeding 2,000 for Sunday games
Reed.p... 1 0 0 1 0 Fel'thp 3 0 0 4 0 dagpite jts 4-37 record.

Totals..4s 83311 4 Totals..40 9°3213 6

sLandry out; hit by bunt ball, Given a second chance of fielding a minor league team, things however
lnﬂiﬂﬁﬂ-.....'l 2 3 45 6 7 § 91011 _ d 1 | df S . F- h b o | ,k
B ek 4010000000 o |dontasplanned forSaginaw. First, the team begins a sale of season ticket
Kalamazon.... 0 0 6 0 0 0 2 3 0 01—

Runs—Wenger, Landry 2, Keveney, Hale,
Bolin, Parker. Killifer. Furlong, Andrews,
Felrath. Bases on balls—Off McCain 3.‘40ﬂ'
Recd 1. off Speaker 1, off Felrath 2. Two-
buxe hits—Killifer, Furlong, Parker. Dou-
ble play—Faatz to Keveney. sStruck ou_l—
By Speaker 1, by Felrath 7, by McCalin 5.

Umpire—Henderson,  Time—2:40. Attend-

ancec—3d, 000,

July 24, 1906

SOUTHERN MICHIGAN.

*Glven average start on even baslis.

books on August 6, in an
effort to raise money to
pay for better players.

Two weeks later, Saginaw

Sacrifice  hits—Faatz, Landry, .Keveney, STANDING.

Bradley, Rensley. Stolen bases—Landry 3, o Pe . = layers agree to play for
HMale * Deunis, Bradley. Parker. Killifer, s 168 Ktmzoo s o s | four days without pay in
Andrews, Bensley, Walsh., Wild pitch— MLCl'm's 28 11 667 K'l'm'zoo 26 21 .55 y pay
Feirath. Innings pitched—By Speaker 1., Tecumseh 20 17 .60 Haginaw.. 17 2 425 hopesthats‘]O()Ocan be
ny Felrath 10, by McCain 10, by Reed L Jackson.. 26 20 .565 ButtleC'k 1o 22 .406 !
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raised to #)ay salaries. One day later league president Joe Jackson considers ordering Following are the batting averages

that all of Saginaw’s remaining games, with the exception of Sunday and Holiday games g year i the voung. thougn fast,
are to be played on the road. Bopteal o L B vt

Brace, 30, B. Cooeev..oaa12 41 13 317
G. Thomas, 2b, B. C... 27 166 21 .31

SOUTHERN MICHIGAN LEAGUE CHRONOLOGY Tl R

Stevens, 2b, M. c
Duval, rf, Jack..

January 29 écmmlr,]bmﬂxéh......1§J£ ® Iggg
anzel, 1b, B, C........ %16 3.
The Southern Michigan League forms following a meeting in Battle Creek ... Joe Jackson, Srhm % Scaiiiins & 38 s s

........

the sports editor of the Detroit Free Press, is named league president ... each teamwill ~ 32n5r % Bfbeii & sy o1 o

play three games a week ... a salary limit of $800 per month is established. Bonehar s Cack. iy & o 80 ol

Barser o BOCLII W @ ™
February 19 S o o T I a8
The National Baseball Commission awards the M|ch|ﬁan cities of Jackson and Kalama- ~ Rummer. +f. Sa woa
200 to the Southern Michigan League, setting up a showdown with the Interstate Beoston. 18, Hoe. i % 31 or a6

League, which claims Kalamazoo as a member and a manager who owns the local ball g%, sages::

grounds and wants nothing to do with the Southern Michigan League. Danial, ib, Eroaig B
Keveney, ah, . .0 4 11 &8 .m0
March 19 Wagnet, S Tog, o }3 41 W5 g
A new stadium is being built in Saginaw. Coutal, ¥ B, Cusssisy i % 48
Hale, 58, B. Cuvveeernens 60 M6 61 .o

. J. Ryan, p, M. C....... 64 193 4T 244
A r||] Stark, 88, TeCuicevienne
Bolin, rf, Kal....

First baseman Jock Somerlott signs with both Kalamazoo and Fort Wayne ... the Flint, e N e a

McCaln, p, B. C..

Michigan, native however will eventually play for Winnipeg of the Northern Copper g‘;,i*;:,{-s‘;-gf;_f;;;;;;-_f 3 ou o

County (C) League in 1906 ... Somerlott will play parts of two seasons (1910-11) with the W Smith. & Tec...... 2 s 2 .24

Washington Senators. E%En-ﬁg}j{%ﬁf:::::lg ﬁ é’é :-:2
. . all, ¢, ECicnannnsn L .

Burroughs Adding Machine Company Baseball Team May 6 ;vem;:.r%bn;acé ..... B oW m

L e e DT _ Carey. If. SA€,..ccciees 24 03 D 213

3 ~ Inan exhibition game, Battle | Deisel. of. K. C.....icc 07 34 T 24

» Harris, c. JacK......... 72 211 45 213

. Creek beats the Burroughs Rarnoy. %, Jack...... 8 138 2 213

» . . 0 T. Smith, 3h, Jack..... 7 %5 &6 212

Adding Machine of Detroit Parker, ss, Kal.......... 8 3 M .20

9-2b timated Dilon. 1t B Ceoverrss 0 0 4

| 000ansatBatle Creek, B e & B % 3

aatz, 1h, Jack.., 3

! ) Hirus, b, Sae.. %00 47 203

Hayes, 1b, M. C.. R& 318 65 204

' Hewbereer, ot Tecl L o 38 @

May 15 mam, i6 B G B M &

The Southern Michigan Leaguemakes its debut with a pair of season openers ... before  weish. '’ kap, I st w6 &8

2,400 fans, the largest crowd to witness a baseball game in Battle Creek, the homes- Krapp. 5, es....i0 % 14 3

tanding Creekits beat Kalamazoo 7-4... In Jackson, before 1,565 fans, Mt. Clemons beats  wve."m. e o0 21 a0 o1 Cm

the Convicts 4-3 on a ninth inning RBI single by William Hessberger. Steigar, b, Tack..
ARG oo 5w

May 24 Fameron. ib_Sag. L @ . #1 a
Ing, ¢. B. Coocuvninnne H H¥ 6 am

After opening the season with seven-straight games on the road, the Mt. Clemons Bath-  ush. o, sae.ioiiiis 0 # 7 an

ers allow two unearned runs in the fourthinning and drop a 2-1 decision to Jackson in  Texeup.” e das. 000 @ a8
their home opener before a record crowd of 1,847, ¥ MeDoanenl of Jack. 3 1% 3w

oon o B ol T 1 e
June 2 Fhaleo. 6, M, Gt 34 M 6 14

Wattrick, p. B. C...ovo 8

Mt. Clemons beats Battle Creek 21-0, dropping the Creekites'record to 1-12. Maire. . BAT..s W M 15 1
Moty B Tepee il ®MR 13 8

LIMA QUITS INTERSTATE June 18 . . _ Mafiman, v DG M &5
The first seed of discontentis Sownin = emen 5o % oo 18 o3 1

] T the Interstate League as Lima team e gy Py - W

THAM WILL PLAY INDEFENDENT M0 deiacliNel pre NQCICICTOUEI T 5 0 @ Jh 8 4 ot
AT DEERAY Wi president E.W. Dickerson on his team'’s : AR
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intent to “retire” from the association, citing “raw deals” by umpires at Fort Wayne,
Anderson and Marion.

June 19

Lima president C.H. Chappell reconsiders his decision to drop out of the Interstate

(Iaeagqe and elects to play his team’s scheduled game at Marion where they drop a 2-0
ecision.

June 22

Big day in the Southern Michigan League ... all five leagues teams agree to “amplify”
the schedule starting on July 4 ... citing a lack of “solid” semipro teams, league teams
will now play each other in series’ of two games instead of a single game ... four towns
have asked about possible admission to the league - Saginaw, Bay City, Ypsilanti and
Ann Arbor ... Saginaw, which earlier had dropped out of the Interstate League, is play-
ing independent ball.

June 23

Tecumseh beats Jackson 2-0 in a game that takes only 65 minutes to play ... Tecum-
seh’s Harvey “Schoolmaster”Teal allows only two hits and faces only 28 batters in pick-
ing up the win ... Teal was only 17 years old when he earned his first teachin? jobin
Seneca, Ohio, in 1897 ... following a 21-5 mark for Tecumseh in 1907, the Philadelphia
Athletics draft Teal, but the thin right-hander ends up with the St. Paul Saints of the
American (AA) Association where he posts a 6-12 mark.

June 27

Manager Black, of the Battle Creek team, is arrested in Mt. Clemens for slugging Um-

gire O’Cé)nnor .. the arbiter refuses to lodge a complaint against Black, so the case is
ropped.

July 6

Seventeen-year-old third baseman Fred Merkle, two years shy of his famous base-
running blunder, hits a third-inning home run to lead Tecumseh to a 19-10 win over
visiting Mt. Clemens.

July 8
Despite five new players in the starting lineup, the song remains the same as Battle
Creek drops to 4-31 with a 12-4 loss to Tecumseh.

July 15

June 3, 1906
KALAMAZOO FOUND KRAPP

PILED UP EARLY LEAD AND
BEAT OUT TECUMSEH.

Ralamazoo., Mich., June 3.—(Special.)—
Kalamazoo, by timely hitting and assisted
by two cosily errors on the part of th:
visitors. defeated Tecumseh before two!
thousand people today by a seore of 7 to 6.

With the score 7 to 1. the visiiors had a
‘batting rally In the eighth and came with-
o one tally of tielng tha score. They
made six hits in this Innlng, Kalamaza
players did thelr besg batting in the third
Inning when they fell 6n Kyapp for fouv
hits netting three runs. Score:

KALAMAZOO.
AR

3
=

Parker, ss,
Andrews, 3b. ...
Killifer. 2b. .
Furlong, cf.
Hycoop, rf.
Walsh, ¢ ouvens
Labelle, If.
Webstor, 1b,
Mcthod, p.

WO BEE s

-l Dt ettt D e

:!! o D e D -
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Cleos—wssmasns
=

AR
Preston, rf.
Mitohell, ss.
Wagner., c.
Weinberg, If. ...
Hersherger, 2b. ......... 3
Beasley, 1D, .....voonneens 5
Doty, cf.
Graham. 3b.
Krapp. p.

11:Q

DD DD D =P

.t £ S P ok e b

=]

TotRAlD cevassrsncacccnnnse

. Inningt ...oeeeeel 2
Kalamazoo 132
Tecumseh ...coieeesss 0100000

Three-base” hit—Weébster. ~ Two-base hit—
Andrews. First base on balls—Off Method, |
1: off Krapp, . Struck out—By Method, 6:
by Krapp, 3. Attendance-—2.000. Umpire—
O'Connor. - I
Tecumseh 19-year-old pitcher Gene Krapp is
“found” for seven runs in the first four innings
by the Kalamazoo White Sox ... from 1907 o
1910, Krapp, a 5-foot-7 righthander out of
Rochester, New York, will win 88 games in the
Southern Michigan and Pacific Coast Lea?ues
before making the opening defny roster of the
Cleveland Naps in 1911 ... in four years with
the Naps and the Federal League's Buffalo
Buffeds, Krapp will go 40-47 with 50 com-
plete games and a 3.23 ERA.

g
-

71

In on-going roster moves, Battle Creek turns to a local amateur in a game against Jackson ... Shelts, a pitcher signed just prior
to the game, allows only four hits, but plunks four Jackson batters, including left fielder and future major leaguer Bert Daniels

three times in a 4-3 loss.

“BUSH LEAGUE” BASEBALL BRAND TO PLEASE
THOSE WHO YELL FOR THE GINGERY KIND

Twelve Innings at Tecumseh, Same at Battle Creek,
Fourteen at Kalamazoo, Remarkable Record
of Day in South Michigan.

July 31

August 4

Fred Merkle's home run with one out in the bottom of the ninth
gives Tecumseh a 3-2 win over Saginaw.

Southern Michigan League team managers express concern over
losing their star players in the upcoming minor league draft.
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July 30, 1906 August 9

KAZ0O NINE LEAVES FIELD

six hits in absorbing the loss.

July - oSpeeial)—
Kalamazon,  hard
plays und wrange

Teewngeh,  Mich.,
Today's mame  with
fought: full of snuppy
ling with the umpire, ended in Kalama-
zon walking off the firld in the eighth in-
ning. The visitors found Doiy - far three
hits in the first inning  and  scored one
yun, The locals seored two in the fifth on
an orror and a home ran drive over Lhe
fopre by Brasley, and one in the seventh
on twa hits, a walk and a sacrifics,

In the ecighth Method zot Hist ol an cr-
r,  RBolin singled, PParker was thrown
out at lirst by Doty. and Method was de-
clared out by the wupive, on the around
that he deft  third before the LAl was
citnght.,  Upon this Munager Meyers took
his team irom the geonmds, and the um-

Seope:
TLACUMSECH.

August 10

August 14

pire forfeited the game.
KALAMAZON,
A |

[ SR IR D} AR HO ‘\' 4
rh 10 =i
020 a0z
240 P05 0
) on v 11
"

1
lll 1 \\’.‘n‘h_,:.r _. [N
T8 Mesaed 30111 enstops Kalamazoo 1-0.
n 0 Doty.p... 3 )
0
a

" | August 28
i

S
h
Method,p 3 0 1
0

Runeg--RBotin 1. Wagner 2, Reastey 0L
Two-base hit—KMifer.  Home run—Reas-
ley. Sacritice hits-—-Hensley, Preston, Weig-
pepg.  Ntalen bases—Balin, Killifer,  First
bhase on halls--Off Method 1, off Doty 1.
ftit by pitcher—Killiter.  First hase on
crrors—Kajamazon 1, Toennsch 10 Left on
bases--Kalamazoo 4, Tecumseh I Struck
out-13y Method 2 hy Diaty 0. Dauble
plays—=Doty to Beasiev, 10 .\.‘lih-hrll. _\\_'Il-‘l
pitch—Methad, Time=1:15. Umplre—=0'Con-
nor. Attendanes =3,

September 19

Saginaw beats Battle Creek 10-2 behind Louis Maire's nine-hit complete game
.. Maire strikes out a season-high 10 in picking up the win ... before the game,

Battle Creek player/manager Joe Gansel pays umpire Fitzgibbons
and is ruled eligible to play.

SOUTHERN MICHIGAN.

FINAL STANDING.

W. L. Pet. W. 7. Pet,
M. Cl'ios 82 53¢ 670 Jackson... 52 52 .50
Razeo.... & 41 &% Battle C'k 40 35 .47
Tecumseh 57 47 548 Saginaw.. 3¢ €0 .6

NOTES

Torals, 27 S 21 a1 Total. 24 52U 2 Se‘:)tembeHS
%f:l‘T:":‘,':?:':}..'_'_'_'_‘f."f?ffff vaaaaaoo—1 Kalamazooand Mt. Clemens battle toa

4-4 tie in a game stopped at the end of the
11th inning because of darkness ... game
umpire Fitzgibbons is followed off the field
by an angry mob of White Sox fans and
makes his escape by boarding a moving
car that was leaving the park.

Kalamazoo's Verne Hughey allows only four hits and one walk in a 1-0 shutout of the visit-
ing Mt. Clemens 1-0 ... Tom McCarthy collects two of the Bathers'four hits and yields only

In a little bit of an oddity, all three Southern Michigan League games extend into extra
innings ... Kalamazoo beats Jackson 7-5 in 14 innings ... in a pair of 12 inning games, Battle
Creek edges Saginaw 4-3 and Tecumseh hands Mt. Clemens a 2-1 setback.

Saginaw's Casey Horn allows only five hits in a 7-2 win over visiting Battle Creek before a
small Wednesday afternoon crowd of 200.

Detroit native Archie Neuschafer allows only five hits over 12 shutout innings as Mt. Clem-

Joe Jackson’s Neat Little State League
Ends Its First Season in Very Good

Shape.

The initial season of the South
Michigan League ended its season Sep-
tember 23 with the Mt. Clemens team
as the pennant winner. The season
was an ungualified success, thanks to
the efficient management of President
Joe 8. Jackson, the able smr_"ting
editor of the Detroit “Free Press. A
high grade of ball was played and a
number of players,were developed for
higher classes. Iollowing is the com-
plete season record:

W, L. Pet. W. L. Pet.

Mt, Clemens 69 34 670 Jnckson. .... 52 52 500

. Kalamazoo. 64 41 .606|Battle Creek 40 55 .42L
his $25 fine Tecumseh... 57 47 .sds|Snginaw..... 3 60 362

September 23

On the final day of the regular season, Tecumseh's Fred
Merkle makes his pitchinE debut relieving Sis Hopkins in the
third inning ... Merkle strikes out five and allows one runin 3
2/3 innings in a 5-0 loss to Kalamazoo.

Heine Steiger, the only southpaw in the league, is sold to the Detroit Tigers ... Infielder Charles Bolin retires from baseball to
take up law ... on August 29, David Lajoie, brother of Nap Lajoie, manager of the Cleveland Club and the American League’s
star player, was released by Battle Creek and left for his home in Massachusetts ... Lajoie is but 18 years old, and while a clever
fielder, was unable to make a hit in the three games in which he was tried out ... Joe Jackson’s Southern Michigan League

ended the season discovering a nice little balance in the treasury.




