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On This Date April 20,1939
Only two games into the 1939 season 
and Boston Red Sox rookie outfielder 
Ted Williams already has his caricature 
carried across the nation’s sports pages. 
That afternoon, the New York Yankees 
behind the seven-hit pitching of Red 
Ruffing, shutout Williams and the visit-
ing Red Sox 2-0.

In the only game where Williams and 
New York Yankees first baseman Lou 
Gehrig play one another, Williams col-
lects one hit in four at bats while Gehrig 

is 0-for-4 and makes an error before 
30,278 in Yankee Stadium. Twelve days 
later on May 2, Gehrig benches himself 
ending his consecutive game streak at 
2,130.


