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On July 27,1918, on the same day that a 127-pound sturgeon is taken
from a lake in Sandy Pond, New York, 21-year-old Brooklyn Dodger
pitcher Henry Heitmann makes his only major league appearance in the
second game of a doubleheader against the St. Louis Cardinals.

Acquired by the Dodgers only two
Sturgeon Taken From Sandy Pond | | days prior from the Rochester Hus-

RS Tt f 5 B Gl w3l G rmen | tlers of the International (AA) League,
' - | Heitmann gives up hits to the first
four batters he faces - Cliff Heathcote
(single), Bob Fisher (triple), Gene
Paulette (single) and Ro?ers Hornsby
(triple) - before being relieved by
future Hall of Fame right hander Bur-
leigh Grimes ... the Albany, New York,
product is one of 14 pitchers with an
infinite ERA in the modern era (post-
1903) and is the only one to face at
least four batters and allowing every
one of them to score.

e

The game reporter for the Brooklyn Eagle gives Heitmann a reprieve
(albeit a shaky one) for his performance in the 22-7 loss. “The poor start
made by Harry Heitmann in the second game should be discounted
and the“Iron Man' of the International League should be given another
big league trial." The reporter also opines that an umpire’s bad call “put
[Heitmann] in a bad way right off the reel.”

One of 11 pitchers at the Dodc);ers’spring training at Hot Spring, Arkansas,

Henry Heitmann

HEITMAN GETS BAD START

Henry Heitmann Major League Debut
July 27,1918

The second game ended 2¢ to 7 In fa-
vor of the Cardlnale, who made 26 hits.
Heltman, late of Rochester, and now In
the Navy, started for Brooklyn gnd was
hit for two iriplee and two singles by
the fArst four men up. Grimes, who re-
Feved him, war knocked out af the box
m the fifth. The Dodgers were zllowed
to tun wild on the basdes in the last few
Innings. The score:

BT LOLUIR BIROOKLYN
Al bh e A s Thpo a

Heathente «f & 2 2 0O(Jobneton Ih. & 3 5 |

Figher 2b.., T 4 0 O{0]wan a5..., 8 1 8 1

TFaulette 1b, & 4 & 0 Cotmbs fp § & 6 0

Girlinm lb.., 2 1 O U|Z Wheat If.. B ¥ 2 0O

Hornshy #s,. 5 4 4 3| Myergef.,.. 4 2 4 0

MeHenty M. 5 & 2 OOy Mgrs 3., 56 2 0 1

Hronkie Zb.. 6 2 O J|Doolab 2p.., 5 1 & 1

Apderson rf. 5 4 1 OlMIller ... 4 0 9 3

ﬁmz;lf;i LI % ? .I; gir!rilrmnn rl..g 3 g 111

2 . irimes ...

H:!PI' :wn;;ﬁ.. a1 9 O)M Wheatef, 1 § 1 ¢
Totgln. ... .00 26 27 8 Totals....4011 27 &
Iooingy .aecvane 123455678

St Tle orariren s 517260472 -2z

BrookIyn coeeviian o0 0w 40352 0T
Kune made, br Henthende, Finhet 4, Pauleits

, Horaeby 4, McHorey 4, Iiml:]s:lr:. Anderyon 2,
lg%lierciell F!L!l-udows' Johnrten_ 2, Oleon, 2.
Whent, }!geru 2, M., Wheat, Errare mude, hy
Hropkle, Coumbe, Grimes, M. Whaat. Twawe-
hage hitk. Healbeole, Anderaus, Myers, Donlub.
Three-bnke hite, Pirber, Horosle, Anderson 2,
Johuston. e rune, Fleher, Brenkle, Bher-
detl. Etolen baser, Pamlette, Joboston 2, G-
eon 2, O'Mary 2, M. Wheat 2. Racrifice bit,
Gonzaler, Saerifice Ay, Hlherdell. Left on bascs,
Br {:‘ﬂhriu ; i“mnltci!u B.B Flret Ilmrlll- nrl!' Frbr;“'
H s o, broobiye. et o bhalle, ShE -
el 4, by Grimesn 4, Hite, off Bhl‘l'dl"ﬁ. B in
ﬂ? lnnloge; o Megdows, 510 444 off Heltman,
4 in W off Grizes, 14 [ 634 off Conmbe, 12 I
A, Etruck out, by Bherdell 8, br Mradows 3. by
Grimes 8. by zbs,  Wild pitck, Coombe.

Heitman is sent (under option) to Rochester where is 17-6 with a league-leading 1.32 ERA when he enlists in the
Navy on either July 23 or 24 ... Rochester releases him to the Dodgers on July 25 ... following the game, Heitmann
reports for duty at the Brooklyn Naval Yard where he is a member of the base’s baseball team which is managed

by Casey Stengel.

Hard Jolt' When Pitcher Entists
With the Jackles.

Not enly Rochester of the Interna- 62
tlemal hut Brooklye .ef the Natlonat ‘
ax well, was hit a Yow when Pitchs
er llarey Helttarn  enlisted lo the
navy, Heltmep, wha was_ 'with
Roclienter under optfon from Brdok:
Ivn. had béen the big sapsation of
the loternational Jeague !this year.
e was picked up fiom a high school
tenin lu Drobkisn hy Ebbets and Ister
seit to Nochester for scasonlng: Res
cently Ebbetd trled to get Mm back
tor the Dodgers, ‘but the Rachester
ciub would not let im go. e set.
tied 1he cootroversy for himael? by
declding to' gd to war,’ :

HARRY HEITMAN 1S IN Navy | Following his discharge in 1919, the 6-0, 175-pound right-hander will play
— eight more seasons in the minor leagues as a pitcher and an outfielder,
Rochester and Breekiyn Clubs.Given | finishing with a 68-46 mark and a.292 career batting average.

— On December 15, 1958, Heitman dies in Brooklyn, New York at the age of




