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On This Date
Tied for first place in the 
eight-team East Texas 
(C) League, the Palestine 
Pals, behind the four-
hit pitching of Charles 
“Chuck” Burns, beat the 
Tyler Trojans 8-4 for their 
fifth-straight win to open 
the 1940 season.  With 
the home field loss, the Trojans drop to 1-4.

Making his professional debut, Burns, the son of 
Pals owner A.M. Burns, allows only one hit over 
the last eight innings after yielding three in the 
opening frame. Burns also collects his first career 
hit, a single, in three at bats.

Organized in 1934, the East Texas League oper-
ates as the West Dixie League for two seasons 
before changing over to its current name in 1936.

Trouble begins early for the seven-year-old 
league as “followers” of the Jacksonville Jax take 
up a collection to pay for $400 worth of uniforms 
so the players can be “well dressed”.

Palestine is in third place with a 25-20 record 
when on June 5, the Pals and the Jacksonville 
Jax (14-32) both disband as a result of financial 
problems. Fourteen of the Pals players are picked 
up by Tyler, unfortunately Burns is not one of 
them.
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