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September 16, 1922
Done in by a soda bottle...
In a key late season game against 
the St. Louis Browns, New York 
Yankee centerfielder Whitey Witt 
is knocked unconscious when he 
is struck by a thrown soda bottle 
before a standing room only 
crowd of 30,000 in the Browns’ 
Sportsman’s Park … Witt leaves 
the field on a stretcher after the 
bottle cuts a deep gash in his 
forehead … New York wins the 
game 2-1 and increases its lead 
to 1 and 1/2 games over the 
second-place Browns.

St. Louis owner Phil Ball offers a $500 
reward for information leading to the 
apprehension of the fan who threw the 
bottle … later, American League President 
Ban Johnson offers an additional $1,000 
for the arrest of the bottle thrower.

After no 
one claims 
the award, 
Johnson launches his own investi-
gation … on October 10, a St. Louis 
fan James P. Hon comes forward 
and says that Witt, “running at full 
speed, stepped on the neck of a 
bottle that was lying in the outfield 
and that it flew up and hit him in 
the head.”

Johnson is so pleased with Hon’s 
account, he sends him a personal 
check for $100, including round-trip 
transportation between St. Louis 
and New York … Hon’s employer, 
Edward Morris, President of Morris 
& Company, grants him a leave of 
absence, with full pay, to attend the 
World Series games.

Yankee teammate Babe Ruth says of 
Johnson’s conclusion, “It’s a wonder 
they didn’t accuse Whitey of trying 
to commit suicide.”

Born Ladislaw Waldemar Wittkows-
ki, the 26-year-old Orange, Massa-

chusetts, native finishes his first season with the Yankees hitting 
.297 with four home runs and 47 runs batted in.
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