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On This Date
A career .308 hitter in four minor league seasons, Gor-
don Enloe Houston is the first professional baseball 
player to be killed in World War II.

On the afternoon of February 10, 1942, at McChord 
Field, just south Tacoma, Washington, Second Lieu-
tenant Houston, the flight leader of the 55th Pursuit 
Group, is killed when his bulky and outdated P-43 
Lancer hits a ditch at the end of the field that had 
been dug during the afternoon while landing and his 
plance flips over, pinning the Clarksville, Arkansas, 
native underneath.

Part of the Western Defense Command, Houston was 
leading his flight up and down the coast, searching for 
Japanese submarines that had been sighted in the area.

In 1935, Gordon and his brother C.L. enroll at the 
College of the Ozarks, where they play on the school’s 
football team. A year later, they both enroll at 
Henderson State Teacher’s College in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, where Gordon is a back-up on the Reddies’ 
football team. The following summer Houston is 
playing for the semipro Bierne (Ark.) Lumber com-
pany team before signing with the Monroe (La.) Twins the Class C Cotton States 
League where he hits .320 in 46 games.

In 1938, Houston hits a league-leading .384 with 32 doubles and 18 home 
runs for the Texarkana Liners and is named to the East Texas (C) League all-star 
team. The following season Houston injures his foot in July and has the worst 
year of his career with his batting average slipping 165 points to .219. In 1940, 
back for his third-straight year with Texarkana, and his last in professional 
baseball, Houston returns to form, leading the Liners in hits (158), doubles (30) 
and batting average (.304) while playing in a career-high games (129).
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