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Joe Leonard, “$3,080 Man”

Joseph Howard (Joe) Leonard garners national attention on August 1, 1913, 
when the Pittsburgh Pirates purchase the 19-year-old third baseman from 
the Des Moines Boosters of the Western (A) League for $3,080 ... Leonard, in 
his second year of professional baseball, becomes at the time, the highest-
priced player sold to the majors, in regards to both number of seasons he 
has played in the professional ranks and age.

http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/leonajo01.shtml

On May 1, 1920, Leonard passes away at George Washington University 
Hospital in Washington, D.C., from complications of a ruptered appendix 

and pneumonia ... the 26-year 
Leonard, playing for the Wash-
ington Senators, becomes ill 
earlier in the week while on 
the road with the team in New 
York.

Washington owner Clark 
Griffith and several team-
mate are bedside at the time of his 
death.

Born on November 14, 1893, Leon-
ard has a five-year major league 
career with the Pittsburgh Pirates 
(1914), Cleveland Indians (1916) 
and the Washington Senators 
(1916-1917, 1919-1920) ... the West 
Chicago, Illinois native hits .226 in 
269 career games with two home 
runs and 61 RBIs ... his best season 
comes in 1916 when he hits .274 in 
42 games with the Senators.

Leonard makes his major league debut with the Pittsburgh Pirates on April 24, 1914 
... he goes 0-for-1 as a pinch-hitter in the 
fifth inning for catcher George Gibson in 
an 8-1 loss to the visiting St. Louis Cardi-
nals that snaps the Pirates’ seven-game 
winning streak.

A week before his death, the 5-foot-7, 
156-pound Leonard makes his final 
career appearance on April 23, as a pinch 
runner in the fifth inning for Senator 
pitcher Harry Courtney in a 4-2 loss to 
the Boston Red Sox in Griffith Stadium.

Joe Leonard Year by Year:

Year Team League Lev AB HT 2B 3B HR RBI AVG
1912 Des Moines Boosters .................. Western A 365 103 15 4 1 - .282
1913 Des Moines Boosters .................. Western A 588 163 28 9 4 - .277
1914 Pittsburgh Pirates.................... NATIONAL ML 126 25 2 2 0 4 .198
1915 Kansas City, Columbus ....American Assoc. AA 398 112 19 6 3 - .281
1916 Columbus Senators ........American Assoc. AA 386 104 10 8 4 - .269
1916 Cleveland Indians ....................AMERICAN ML 2 0 0 0 0 0 .000
1916 Washington Senators ..............AMERICAN ML 168 46 7 0 0 14 .274
1917 Washington Senators ..............AMERICAN ML 297 57 6 7 0 23 .192
1918 Great Lakes Naval Air Station ........Military - - - - - - - -
1919 Washington Senators ..............AMERICAN ML 198 51 8 3 2 20 .258
1920 Washington Senators ..............AMERICAN ML 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Minor League Totals .................................4 years  1737 482 7 27 12 - .277
Major League Totals ..................................5 years  791 179 23 12 2 61 .226
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