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Monroe, Louisiana
Rayville outfielder James 
Phelps dies 24 hours after 
being bitten by a water 
moccasin during a semipro 
game in Monroe, Louisiana 
... after catching a long fly 
ball, Phelps steps in a hole 
in a swamp bordering the 
outfield and is bitten ... 
Phelps throws the ball back 
in to home plate and despite 
the swelling of his leg, plays 
the remainder of the game 
before receiving medical 
treatment.

butte, montana
Bad blood in Butte … as the Butte 
Cuban Giants prepare for a big game 
the following day in Helena, a fight 
breaks out between Gruley Fenter 
and Gerald Talifero, both candidates 
for the starting catcher job.

The dispute ends with a knife fight 
as Fenter is alleged to have stabbed 
at Talifero “with more force than ac-
curacy” … a teammate attempts to 
intervene but backs off when Fenter 
slashes through his uniform ... ulti-
mately cooler heads prevail and the 
“hostilities” are cut short … however, 
the aggrieved Talifero immediately lodges a complaint with the Butte police.

Both Fenter and Talifero are “hustled” to city hall still attired in their uni-
forms of purple with red trimmings and yellow caps … Fenter arrives with 
carrying a big catcher’s mitt and mask while Talifero (wisely) is still holding 
the chest protector ... Fenter, the accused, gains his release by posting the 
$25 bond demanded while Talifero, the accuser, is forced to spend the night 
in jail because of a lack of funds.

WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA
Phifer “the Phlinging Pharmacist” Fullenwider, 
allows only two hits as the Raleigh Red Roses beat 
Wilmington 1-0 in a 10-inning Eastern Carolina (D) 
League game ... a Pharmacist in the off season, 
Fullenwider’s shutout of the Sailors is one of 192 
games he will win in 13 minor league seasons.

Graduating with a degree in pharmacy from the 
University of North Carolina, the talented right-
hander acquires his unique nickname while play-
ing in Buffalo, where he wins 65 games in four 
seasons and part of a fifth (1912-1916) for the 
Bisons, including a 20-win season in 1913.
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