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On June 15, 1902, the Corsicana Oil Citys defeat the Texarkana Casketmakers 51-3 
in a Texas League game highlighted by a record-breaking eight home run per-
formance by Oil Citys catcher Jay Justin “Nig” Clarke. Some telegraph operators, 
thinking that there was a mistake, report the score as 5-3.

The game, originally scheduled to be 
played in Corsicana, is moved to Ennis 
to avoid breaking the Blue Laws that 
prohibits the playing of baseball on 
Sunday.

Taking advantage of the park’s short 
right field fence that reportedly mea-
sures only 210 feet, the 19-year-old 
Clarke is 8-for-8 and drives in 16 runs. 
However, even the 210-feet measure-
ment may be an exaggeration as a 
section of bleachers from the first base 
side extends across right field.

And then there is this.

In an interview carried in the February 
29, 1940, edition of The Sporting News, 
Corsicana shortstop Walter Morris is 
quoted as saying: “The right field fence 
at Ennis wasn’t more than 40 feet back 
of first base. Nig just pulled eight short 
flies around and over that wall.”

Corsicana pounds out 53 hits, 29 for 
extra bases, including 21 home runs. 
Clarke, left fielder Isaac Pendleton and 
second baseman Alec Alexander each 
have eight hits to lead the Oil City 
attack. And, despite the 62 combined 
hits and 54 runs, the box score lists the 
game as taking only 2:10 to play.

With the win, Corsicana improves to a league-best 38-8, while Texarkana drops 
to 18-31. The Oil Citys go on win the Texas League championship with a 86-22 
record, finishing a full 28 1/2 games ahead of the second-place Dallas Griffins.

And who exactly is Texarkana’s Charley DeWitt, the unfortunate soul who may be 
the only pitcher in professional baseball history to pitch a 53-hit complete game?

According to Morris, he was the son of C.B. DeWitt, a local business man, who, 
along Fred Ball, were in the process of buying the team from player/manager/
owner Cy Malkey.

Morris remembers: 

“Just before the affair started, a strapping youngster sought out Mulkey (sic) in 
the ballpark at Ennis and told him he was owner DeWitt’s son and had been sent by his father to pitch that day’s game. That 
made old Cy pretty sore, but he started the young fellow on the mound anyhow. We made seven and eight runs an inning for 

Jay Justin “Nig” Clarke

Once voted the second most famous feat in 
minor league history, Clarke’s eight home 
runs that afternoon in Ennis came under 
scrutiny almost immediately. However 14 
years later, noted Texas League historian 
William Ruggles says the eight home runs 
were accurate and that he had a sworn af-
fidavit from the game’s official scorer. Six 
years later, on October 2, 1908, Clarke is 
behind the plate for the Cleveland Naps 
when Hall of Famer Addie Joss throws the 
fourth perfect game in major history.
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several frames. After each inning, Mulkey would walk by me and whisper  ‘So, his old man 
sent him down to pitch today. Well, he’s damn sure pitching.”

DeWitt goes the “route” for the Casketmakers, 
allowing 51 runs (26 earned) on 53 hits while 
striking out one and walking three. There is no 
record of DeWitt pitching again in professional 
baseball.

Corsicana wins both halves of the 1902 Texas 
League race, finishing with an overall record of 
86-22 (.796). Michael O’Connor’s pitching staff 
features three 20-game winners, including Wil-
liam “Lucky” Wright (left) who leads the league 
with a 35-8 mark, followed by Monte Method 
(28-6) and Bobby White (20-6). 

Oil City pitchers complete all 108 of the team’s 
games played. Three members of the Oil Citys 
go on to play in the Major Leagues - Hunter 
Hill, a late-season pick-up, plays for the St. Louis 
Browns and the Washington Senators from 1903 
to 1905. 

Shortstop Walter Morris hits .178 for the St. Louis 
Browns in 1908, and later becomes President of 
the Texas League.

Clarke, DeWitt’s main nemesis that Sunday 
afternoon, is one of the first Canadian players 
to have an extended major league career. The 
Amherstburg, Ontario, native will have a nine-
year major league career with the Cleveland 
Naps (1905-1910), Detroit Tigers, (1905), St. Louis 
Browns (1911), Philadelphia Phillies (1919) and 
the Pittsburgh Pirates (1920).

On June 15, 1949, Clarke dies at the age of 66, on 
the 47th anniversary of his record-setting game.

Founded in 1848 and 
named after the island 
of Corsica, Corsicana is 
where oil is first discov-
ered west of the Missis-
sippi and in 1900, has a 
population of 9,313.

William “Lucky” Wright

Corsicana lefthanded pitcher William 
“Lucky” Wright leads all Texas League 
pitchers with a 35-8 mark and 43 complete 
games. Wright is 1-4 with the Oil Citys the 
following year before being sold to San An-
tonio in late May. Wright compiles an 18-
12 mark splitting time with San Antonio, 
Beaumont and then San Antonio a second 
time. Following the 1903 season, Wright’s 
career looks like a road map - San Anto-
nio (1904), Galveston (1904), New Orleans 
(1905), San Antonio (1906), Denton (semi-
pro) Athletics (1906), Fort Worth (1908), 
Hot Springs (1909), Memphis (1909) and 
Laredo (1911). In addition to working as 
an umpire in the Lone Star State, Wright is 
unable to play in 1907 after suffering an 
accident at the I&GNR Railroad yard in Pal-
estine, Texas.
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Corsicana wins both halves of the 1902 Texas League race, finishing with an overall 
record of 86-22 (.796). Michael O’Connor’s pitching staff features three 20-game 
winners, including William “Lucky” Wright who leads the league with a 35-8 mark, 
followed by Monte Method (28-6) and Bobby White (20-6). Oil City pitchers com-
plete all 108 of the team’s games played Three members of the Oil Citys go on to 
play in the Major Leagues - Hunter Hill, a late-season pick-up, plays for the St. 
Louis Browns and the Washington Senators from 1903 to 1905, catcher Nig Clarke 
plays nine seasons, mostly with the Cleveland Indians, hitting .254 with six home 
runs and shortstop Walter Morris who hits .178 for the St. Louis Browns in 1908 and 
later becomes President of the Texas League. Founded in 1848 and named after the 
island of Corsica, Corsicana is where oil is first discovered west of the Mississippi 
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