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This story ran in the Salt Lake 
(Utah) Telegram on November 
6, 1914:

Ketchikan, Alaska. This city 
boasts the most unique base-
ball diamond in the world. The 
team that owns it, or rather 
that has commandeered it, 
has the appropriate name of 
“Amphibians.”

It is a wonderfully fast dia-
mond sometimes. At other 
times it is hidden beneath a 
frothy covering of tiny break-
ers for the Ketchikan ballpark 
is a part of the beach. At 
Ketchikan, the hills snoop right 
down to the seashore so that 
on dry land there is no flat 
space big enough for base-
ball, and therefore it has been 
necessary to commandeer a 
chunk of Neptune’s domain 
and dedicate it to the national- 
pastime At low tide the water 
runs far out at Ketchikan and 
leaves a broad expanse of 
shimmering, level sand.

Here the Amphibians have 
established their diamond. The 
bleachers are the open beach 
and the grandstand is the back stoops of some of 
the residences of the city, which are built on piles 
almost over the water. The inland mining camps 
send baseball teams to do battle with the Amphib-
ians, who, so far, have always won.

This they attribute to their skill, but their oppo-
nents say it is because they always play bare-
foot and have become thoroughly accustomed 
to running on the sand.

                               - - - - -

Ketchikan, Alaska, claims a unique baseball 
diamond. When baseball players of this
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southern Alaska city schedule games they always take tide conditions 
into consideration, for the park is built on the flats below the city, and at 
high tide the playing ground and lower seats of the grandstand are un-
der water. Games are played at low water after the park has been rolled 
by the waves. Long games are often called on account of rising tides.


