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One of 32 players from the Univer-
sity of Virginia to play in the major 
leagues, 22-year-old Douglas Williams 
Neff makes his debut with the Wash-
ington Senators on June 26, 1914, in 
a 6-5 loss to the eventual American 
League champion Philadelphia Athlet-
ics.

Neff is hitless in two at bats in three 
games for Clark Griffiths’ Senators 
when his rookie campaign is cut short 
on July 7, when he contracts typhoid 
fever and returns to his home in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, for the remainder 
of the season.

Reporting to the Senators’ spring training camp the following 
March, Neff “looks the picture of health” but admits to suffering 
from the effects of the fever with his knees becoming weak with 
exercise.

Born October 8, 1891, in Harrisonburg, Virginia, Neff is one of 
four brothers to attend the University of Virginia where he stars 
on the diamond as an infielder and pitcher for four seasons, cap-
taining the team in 1914 … considered to be the best shortstop 
in college baseball, Neff signs with the Senators on May 9, 1914, 
after considering an offer from 
the New York Giants.

A student in Virginia’s engi-
neering program, Neff plans 
of pursuing his graduate 
work at MIT at the end of the 
season.

Neff returns to the Senators in 
1915, going 10 for 60 (.167) 
with one double and four 
RBI’s in 30 games, making his 
last major league appearance 
on October 6, 1915.

Retiring after the 1915 sea-
son, Neff enters the Virginia 
Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia, where in the first 
week of September 1917 he is assigned to the training camp for 
reserved officers at Fort Meade, Maryland.

After serving as a captain in Army during World War I, Neff re-
turns to civilian life as an Episcopal Minister in Orange, Virginia 
… on May 25, 1932, Neff is reported missing from his state-
room on an Old Dominion Line steamer when it arrives in New 
York two days after leaving Norfolk … two weeks later his body 
washes ashore on Cobbs Island, Virginia, and is identified by his 
brother and brought back to Charlottesville for burial.
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