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In Mexico City, Connie Mack’s Philadelphia Athletics break their spring train-
ing camp and make their way North with the usual assorted bumps and 
bruises and sore muscles … after a five-week stay in the capital city, team 
owner/manager Connie Mack refuses to say whether the team will return for 
next year’s spring training … Mack indicates that if the team does returns, it 
will at a different hotel, one in the center of the city and not in the suburbs.

It is reported that not only was the food unsatisfactory for his players, but 
odors from the kitchen “permeated” the hotel … flies and mosquitos were a 
constant nuisance … in addition, a popular nightclub, separated from the 
hotel by a narrow road, opened at 11:00 p.m. and entertained customers with 
a big band orchestra until 5:30 a.m.

Two of the injuries suffered in Mexico City were by 
attending scribes as the Philadelphia Record’s Red 
Smith spent a week in bed after watching an after-
noon game bareheaded and Ivan Peterman of the 
Philadelphia Bulletin was confined to bed for three 
days after becoming infected from an insect bite.

Meanwhile, over in the Boston Red Sox camp, 
19-year-old second baseman and future Hall of 
famer Robert Pershing (Bobby) Doerr impresses 
team brass … despite an order of “no wives 
in camp” rookie catcher John Peacock, a 1933 
graduate and three-sport star at the University of 

North Carolina, is accompanied by his wife and three of her girlfriends … the 
Fremont, North Carolina native spends his off-season driving to mule markets 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and East St. Louis, Illinois, 
buying those animals by the “carload” for sale 
to farmers in the Tar Heel State.

After hitting .351, .315 and .311 in three sea-
sons with the Martinsville Manufactures of the 
Bi-State (D) League, outfielder Dewey (Mutt) 
Miller signs with the Landis Senators of the 
North Carolina State (D) League.

Carvel (Bama) Rowell, a rookie pitcher out of 
LSU who signed with the Cordele Reds of the 
Georgia-Florida League a year ago but did not 
report, is an early arrival to the Reds’ spring 
training camp ... Reds manager Ivy Griffin quickly turns Rowell turned into 
an outfielder and he responds by hitting .241 with a team-high four home 
runs as a 21-year-old rookie ... Rowell makes it to the major leagues with the 
Boston Braves in 1939 ... in 1940, Rowell finishes seventh among National 
League batting leaders with a career-high .305 average.

A new clubhouse for the Hutchinson Larks of the Western (C) Association is 
air conditioned ... the well-cooled Larks respond with a 78-64 record and a 
second-place finish ... back in organized baseball after an eight year hiatus, 
Texarkana is given the nickname “Liners”  because of the geographical loca-
tion of the town situated in both Texas and Arkansas.
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