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Married & DivorcedFebruary 1939
true love
Testifying in her divorce suit 
in Cleveland, Ohio, Miss 
Louise Lenardic tells the pre-
siding judge that a stranger 
sitting next to her at a game 
four years earlier (1935), 
introduces himself as a first 
baseman for a Minneapolis baseball team. They marry later that same day, but 
the next morning her husband of less than one day leaves for “spring training” 
and she hadn’t seen him since. 

Lenardic is granted a divorce from the defendant, who is listed in the court 
records as William Shoemaker.

Ten years earlier, Lenardic, a native of Yugoslavia, had given birth to a son 
Richard (the father was later identified as George Anderson, a Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio police officer who was also known as an alcoholic) and leaves him at St. 
Ann’s Hospital in Cleveland.

Lenardic never signs official adoption papers which prohibits Richard from be-
ing adopted. In a report by Cleveland’s Children Aid Society, Louise Lenardic is 
described as being “stubborn, difficult to deal with and slow in thought.”

Richard Lenardic changes his name to Richard Eberling and is later convicted for 
a 1984 murder. Lenardic is later accused by the son of Dr. Sam Sheppard of kill-
ing Sheppard’s wife, the crime that inspired “The Fugitive.”

Lenardic’s son

FOUR IT IS
Plans to expand the third edition of the Texas-Arizona League to six teams are 
dropped at a meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The circuit will begin the 
1939 season with only four teams - Albuquerque, Bisbee, El Paso, Tucson - fol-
lowing the failure of Silver City, New Mexico, and Globe-Miami, Arizona, to qual-
ity for membership.

League President R.E. Souers reports that he will accept only “written” com-
plaints from club officials on umpiring and will not listen to managers and fans. 
Souers also states that for the first time that official scorers will be appointed by 
the president and not the individual clubs and that scoring fees will be uniform 
within the circuit.

El Paso officials are pleased with the schedule that has the Texans playing 67 
of their 130 games at home, including 12 Sundays, but are upset that not one 
holiday date game will be played in the city.

PAY RAISE FOR PEEWEE
Harold “Peewee” (sic) Reese, a sensational 19-year-old shortstop, is the first of 
19 Louisville Colonels to return a signed contract ... the new ownership of the 
Colonels had mailed contracts out for the 1939 season with not one player having 
his salary cut and most calling for increases.


