Pinch Hits, “Average Start on Even Basis”
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On July 15, 1906, with a complete reorganization of the dysfunctional Battle
Creek franchise ongoing, and in an effort to reorganize itself into a six-team
circuit, Interstate League refugee Saginaw is granted mid-season membership in the Southern Michigan League.
To enhance league balance and competitiveness, both the Saginaw and the
reconstituted Battle Creek nines are granted a unique “average start on an
even basis,” where both teams’ won-loss records are determined by an average of the league’s standings - a record half way between the first and last
place clubs.
When Saginaw begins play on July 18, the team is assigned a record of 15-20
- the average between first place Mt. Clemons and last place Battle Creek.
On the strength of a seven-hit complete game by 30-year-old Nel Mason,
Saginaw makes its debut before a crowd of 950 at Recreation Park, rallying
for a 5-4 win over the visiting Bathers of Mt. Clemens.
Four days later, on July 22, and bolstered by another “average start on even
basis,” and a similar 15-20 record, the Battle Creek Creekites make their reappearance in Southern Michigan League play by dropping an 11-inning 6-5
decision to Kalamazoo.
On July 16, one day after
Saginaw is admitted to
the league, Battle Creek releases all of their players with the exception of
Jack Landry, Mike Keveney and Waddell. Battle Creek eventually forfeits
a game to Tecumsah, rather than play a game before a new team can be
formed.
It had been hoped that the players from the Flint Vehics, which had been
playing independent ball since the Interstate League disbanded earlier,
would arrive in town on July 17 and don Battle Creek uniforms that afternoon in a Southern Michigan League game against Mt. Clemons.
Battle Creek, fielding a minor league team for the first time in four years, has
the league’s best attendance totals, often exceeding 2,000 for Sunday games
despite its 4-37 record.
Given a second chance of fielding a minor league team, things however
don’t as planned for Saginaw. First, the team begins a sale of season ticket
books on August 6, in an
July 24, 1906
effort to raise money to
pay for better players.
Two weeks later, Saginaw
players agree to play for
four days without pay in
hopes that $1,000 can be
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raised to pay salaries. One day later league president Joe Jackson considers ordering
that all of Saginaw’s remaining games, with the exception of Sunday and Holiday games
are to be played on the road.

Southern Michigan League Chronology
January 29
The Southern Michigan League forms following a meeting in Battle Creek ... Joe Jackson,
the sports editor of the Detroit Free Press, is named league president ... each team will
play three games a week ... a salary limit of $800 per month is established.
February 19
The National Baseball Commission awards the Michigan cities of Jackson and Kalamazoo to the Southern Michigan League, setting up a showdown with the Interstate
League, which claims Kalamazoo as a member and a manager who owns the local ball
grounds and wants nothing to do with the Southern Michigan League.
March 19
A new stadium is being built in Saginaw.
April 1
First baseman Jock Somerlott signs with both Kalamazoo and Fort Wayne ... the Flint,
Michigan, native however will eventually play for Winnipeg of the Northern Copper
County (C) League in 1906 .... Somerlott will play parts of two seasons (1910-11) with the
Washington Senators.
Burroughs Adding Machine Company Baseball Team

May 6
In an exhibition game, Battle
Creek beats the Burroughs
Adding Machine of Detroit
9-2 before an estimated
1,000 fans at Battle Creek.

May 15
The Southern Michigan League makes its debut with a pair of season openers ... before
2,400 fans, the largest crowd to witness a baseball game in Battle Creek, the homestanding Creekits beat Kalamazoo 7-4 ... In Jackson, before 1,565 fans, Mt. Clemons beats
the Convicts 4-3 on a ninth inning RBI single by William Hessberger.
May 24
After opening the season with seven-straight games on the road, the Mt. Clemons Bathers allow two unearned runs in the fourth inning and drop a 2-1 decision to Jackson in
their home opener before a record crowd of 1,847.
June 2
Mt. Clemons beats Battle Creek 21-0, dropping the Creekites’ record to 1-12.
June 18
The first seed of discontent is sown in
the Interstate League as Lima team
president C.H. Chappell informs league
president E.W. Dickerson on his team’s
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June 3, 1906

intent to “retire” from the association, citing “raw deals” by umpires at Fort Wayne,
Anderson and Marion.
June 19
Lima president C.H. Chappell reconsiders his decision to drop out of the Interstate
League and elects to play his team’s scheduled game at Marion where they drop a 2-0
decision.
June 22
Big day in the Southern Michigan League ... all five leagues teams agree to “amplify”
the schedule starting on July 4 ... citing a lack of “solid” semipro teams, league teams
will now play each other in series’ of two games instead of a single game ... four towns
have asked about possible admission to the league - Saginaw, Bay City, Ypsilanti and
Ann Arbor ... Saginaw, which earlier had dropped out of the Interstate League, is playing independent ball.
June 23
Tecumseh beats Jackson 2-0 in a game that takes only 65 minutes to play ... Tecumseh’s Harvey “Schoolmaster” Teal allows only two hits and faces only 28 batters in picking up the win ... Teal was only 17 years old when he earned his first teaching job in
Seneca, Ohio, in 1897 ... following a 21-5 mark for Tecumseh in 1907, the Philadelphia
Athletics draft Teal, but the thin right-hander ends up with the St. Paul Saints of the
American (AA) Association where he posts a 6-12 mark.
June 27
Manager Black, of the Battle Creek team, is arrested in Mt. Clemens for slugging Umpire O’Connor ... the arbiter refuses to lodge a complaint against Black, so the case is
dropped.
July 6
Seventeen-year-old third baseman Fred Merkle, two years shy of his famous baserunning blunder, hits a third-inning home run to lead Tecumseh to a 19-10 win over
visiting Mt. Clemens.
July 8
Despite five new players in the starting lineup, the song remains the same as Battle
Creek drops to 4-31 with a 12-4 loss to Tecumseh.

Tecumseh 19-year-old pitcher Gene Krapp is
“found” for seven runs in the first four innings
by the Kalamazoo White Sox ... from 1907 to
1910, Krapp, a 5-foot-7 righthander out of
Rochester, New York, will win 88 games in the
Southern Michigan and Pacific Coast Leagues
before making the opening day roster of the
Cleveland Naps in 1911 ... in four years with
the Naps and the Federal League’s Buffalo
Buffeds, Krapp will go 40-47 with 50 complete games and a 3.23 ERA.

July 15
In on-going roster moves, Battle Creek turns to a local amateur in a game against Jackson ... Shelts, a pitcher signed just prior
to the game, allows only four hits, but plunks four Jackson batters, including left fielder and future major leaguer Bert Daniels
three times in a 4-3 loss.
July 31
Fred Merkle’s home run with one out in the bottom of the ninth
gives Tecumseh a 3-2 win over Saginaw.
August 4
Southern Michigan League team managers express concern over
losing their star players in the upcoming minor league draft.
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August 9
Kalamazoo’s Verne Hughey allows only four hits and one walk in a 1-0 shutout of the visiting Mt. Clemens 1-0 ... Tom McCarthy collects two of the Bathers’ four hits and yields only
six hits in absorbing the loss.
August 10
In a little bit of an oddity, all three Southern Michigan League games extend into extra
innings ... Kalamazoo beats Jackson 7-5 in 14 innings ... in a pair of 12 inning games, Battle
Creek edges Saginaw 4-3 and Tecumseh hands Mt. Clemens a 2-1 setback.
August 14
Saginaw’s Casey Horn allows only five hits in a 7-2 win over visiting Battle Creek before a
small Wednesday afternoon crowd of 200.
August 28
Detroit native Archie Neuschafer allows only five hits over 12 shutout innings as Mt. Clemens tops Kalamazoo 1-0.
September 15
Kalamazoo and Mt. Clemens battle to a
4-4 tie in a game stopped at the end of the
11th inning because of darkness ... game
umpire Fitzgibbons is followed off the field
by an angry mob of White Sox fans and
makes his escape by boarding a moving
car that was leaving the park.

September 19
Saginaw beats Battle Creek 10-2 behind Louis Maire’s nine-hit complete game
... Maire strikes out a season-high 10 in picking up the win ... before the game,
Battle Creek player/manager Joe Gansel pays umpire Fitzgibbons his $25 fine
and is ruled eligible to play.
September 23
On the final day of the regular season, Tecumseh’s Fred
Merkle makes his pitching debut relieving Sis Hopkins in the
third inning ... Merkle strikes out five and allows one run in 3
2/3 innings in a 5-0 loss to Kalamazoo.

NOTES

Heine Steiger, the only southpaw in the league, is sold to the Detroit Tigers ... Infielder Charles Bolin retires from baseball to
take up law ... on August 29, David Lajoie, brother of Nap Lajoie, manager of the Cleveland Club and the American League’s
star player, was released by Battle Creek and left for his home in Massachusetts ... Lajoie is but 18 years old, and while a clever
fielder, was unable to make a hit in the three games in which he was tried out ... Joe Jackson’s Southern Michigan League
ended the season discovering a nice little balance in the treasury.

