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Cups of Coffee: Henry Heitmann

On July 27, 1918, on the same day that a 127-pound sturgeon is taken 
from a lake in Sandy Pond, New York, 21-year-old Brooklyn Dodger 
pitcher Henry Heitmann makes his only major league appearance in the 
second game of a doubleheader against the St. Louis Cardinals.

Acquired by the Dodgers only two 
days prior from the Rochester Hus-
tlers of the International (AA) League, 
Heitmann gives up hits to the first 
four batters he faces - Cliff Heathcote 
(single), Bob Fisher (triple), Gene 
Paulette (single) and Rogers Hornsby 
(triple) - before being relieved by 
future Hall of Fame right hander Bur-
leigh Grimes ... the Albany, New York, 
product is one of 14 pitchers with an 
infinite ERA in the modern era (post-
1903) and is the only one to face at 
least four batters and allowing every 
one of them to score.

The game reporter for the Brooklyn Eagle gives Heitmann a reprieve 
(albeit a shaky one) for his performance in the 22-7 loss. “The poor start 
made by Harry Heitmann in the second game should be discounted 
and the “Iron Man’ of the International League should be given another 
big league trial.”  The reporter also opines that an umpire’s bad call “put 
[Heitmann] in a bad way right off the reel.”

One of 11 pitchers at the Dodgers’ spring training at Hot Spring, Arkansas, 
Heitman is sent (under option) to Rochester where is 17-6 with a league-leading 1.32 ERA when he enlists in the 
Navy on either July 23 or 24 ... Rochester releases him to the Dodgers on July 25 ... following the game, Heitmann 
reports for duty at the Brooklyn Naval Yard where he is a member of the base’s baseball team which is managed 
by Casey Stengel.

Following his discharge in 1919,  the 6-0, 175-pound right-hander will play 
eight more seasons in the minor leagues as a pitcher and an outfielder, 
finishing with a 68-46 mark and a .292 career batting average.

On December 15, 1958, Heitman dies in Brooklyn, New York at the age of 
62.
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