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On September 11, 1932, the final day 
of the regular season, Texas League 
history is made in the second game 
of doubleheader between the Hous-
ton Buffaloes and the Galveston 
Buccaneers. 

Galveston is leading 6-2 in the sev-
enth, and final inning, when Hous-
ton manager Joe Schultz sends the 
team's African-American bat boy to 
pinch hit for light-hitting Stan Baker 
(.162) against Galveston's portly 
southpaw Hank Thormahlen. 

In the league-wide summary com-
posed following that day's games, 
the bat boy's appearance was im-
portant enough to warrant headline 
attention by the Associated Press' Bill 
Parker, who wrote in the game report:

 "The dusky youth's Texas League career was 
short-lived. Three "snake-eye" curves by Hank 

Thormahlen sent him back to the bench."

In the season's statistical leader summary 
Parker again includes the Houston bat boy:

"Hank Thormahlen, chunky Galveston pitcher, 
paced the league in strikeouts with 186. His one 

hundred eighty-sixth strikeout was the sacred-stiff 
"Snowball."

So let's summarize: (1) Houston's African-American bat boy is allowed to of-
ficially enter the game by the home plate umpire, (2) his nickname is carried 
in the official box score as pinch-hitting for Stan Baker, and (3) both games 
counted in the final league standings, as did the individual statistics as best 
we can tell.

I understand the sensitivity of using derogatory racial nicknames, and if I 
offend anyone, I apologize. If I could have avoided using one in this story I 
would have. But, unfortunately that was not possible and the issue of who 
the first African American in the Texas league remains open for discussion.
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Dave Hoskins

It's been accepted that the first 
African-American to play in the 
Texas League was Dallas Eagles' 
pitcher Dave Hoskins, who de-
buted against the San Antonio 
Missions on April 13, 1952. The 
right-hander struck out four, 
walked seven and yielded eight 
hits in a complete-game win. 

Hank Thormahlen


