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“| watched him throw across the diamond and | decided then and there he was a pitcher.’

- Paul Badgett, Blackstone Barristers, 1948

On September 14, 1948, before 2,103 fans, Blackstone (Va.) Barrister ace Al Tefft puts the finishing
touch on one of the finest seasons in Virginia League history when he wins his 22nd consecutive
Pame of the season with a 9-3 victory over the Petersburg Generals in the opening game of the

eague’s Shaughnessy Playoff.

However, proving success is sometimes fleeting, less than two years after his record-setting per-
formance the talented right-hander is out of baseball, an unfortunate victim of reoccurring arm

injuries.

Born on December 2, 1928, in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, to Albert A. Tefft and Ruth (Leach) Tefft, the
5-foot-10, 165-pounder plays third base at Pawtucket West High School, but also dabbles in some
mound duties while playing sandlot ball in and around his hometown. A graduate of Bryant College
in Smithfield, Rhode Island, Taft serves in the U.S. Army for two years in Europe.
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However, the road to Blackstone wasn't easy for Tefft.

Recently discharged from the Army in the Spring of 1948,

Tefft reports to a St. Louis Cardinals' tryout camp in Lynch-
burg, Virginia. He shows up with a personal invite from the
Cardinals'front office which he had kept with him for two

years since high school.

Following the tryout, the Redbird brass decides that Tefft is
a third baseman and advises him to “forget” about pitching.
The Cardinals assign him to their Tallassee, Alabama, farm
team in the Class D Georgia-Alabama League.

After 14 games, Tefft is hitting .234 with onIK one extra base
hit in 47 at bats when the Cardinals release him in late May.

Undeterred, Tefft shows up in LaGrange, Georgia, for a try-
out the Troupers, a New York Yankee farm club in the same
league as Tallassee. The Yankees are impressed enough to
sign the 19-year-old to a contract and promptly “dispatch”
him to Blackstone with instructions for manager Paul
Badgett to use him where he thinks best.

1948 Blackstone Barristers

After playing a couple of games at third base, Badgett says, “l watched him throw across the

diamond and | decided then and there he was a pitcher.’

Tefft makes his pitching debut on June 1, allowing three runs in a five-inning relief stint in a
13-0 loss to the Petersburg Generals in the secon %ame of a doubleheader. Four days later

against the Franklin Cubs, Tefft enters the game in t

e eighth inning with an 8-7 lead, but

yields two runs and loses 9-8 for his first and only defeat of the season.

Tefft finishes the regular season with a 20-1 record with a 1.57 ERA and is named to the
league’s all-star team. He completes 15 of his first 16 starts, includin% seven shutouts , includ-

ing four against the Emporia Nationals. He has one two-hitter, two t

ree-hitters and three

four-hitters and his primary catcher for most of the season is Jon Durkin who was a teammate

of his at West Pawtucket High School.
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AlTefft [2 of 41: Al Tefft Year by Year:
Ayear later, Tefft is settoopen | Year Team League Level W-L GP CG INN H BB SO ERA
the season with the Newark Bears | 1948 Tallassee Indians Georgia-Alabama D R
of the International (AAA) League Blackstone Barristers Virginia D 201 24 18 184 141 63 113 157
and receives a ringing endorse- | 1949 Four Teams 4leagues AAAB 08 8 0 92 86 5 7 5.57
ment from the Parke Carroll, the Newark Bears International AAA 01 3 0 12 8 12 - 675
team’s bUSIﬂESS manager Norfolk Tars Piedmont B 0-3 5 0 2 19 15 1 557
,It\\ﬂmst?]rdam $uqlr(nakers Canad'\ilan-AEmerlicag (B) 0‘; 8 0 55 55 25— - 412
" , . : anchester Yankees ew Englan - 4,
ﬁgfgtoi‘;ﬁst“:ez’rm"t‘ﬁrzwtrf:g 1950 Three Teams 3leagues B 32 5 3 20 22 0 25 557
d he has a ierkv moti th Norfolk Tars Piedmont B 00 1 0 1 2 1 0 9.00
and he has a Jerky motion on thé Amsterdam Rugmakers Canadian-American  C - - - e e -
mound But Hassett has used him in Kingston Colonials Colonial B 30 4 3 28 20 8 25 289
intrasquad games and in a couple | Minor League Totals 3 Seasons 2311 37 21 305 249 124 145 2.92
of exhibitions and nobody has
abused Tefft yet.” 1948 - Virginia League All-Star

|Over the last two years of his career, Tefft wins a total of three games in 11 decisions while playing for six different teams in five
eagues.

In 1950, he is 3-0 with a 2.89 ERA and three complete %ames in four starts for the Kingston Colonials of the Colonial (B) League when
onJuly 4, heis forced to leave a ?ame with the Poughkeepsie Chiefs in the second inning because of a sore arm. It will be his last ap-
pearance in professional baseball

June 5, 1948
Tefft passes away on November 7, 1999, at the University Medical Center in Las Vegas, Blackstone Ballpark
Nevada. Blackstone, Virginia
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Al Tefft [3 of 4]:
June 29, 1948

Tefft goes 2-for-4 with three RBIs and pitches an eight-hit complete game in a 7-3 win over Suffolk.

July 26, 1948
Te%‘/t

strikes out seven and allows only three hits in a 4-0 win over Emporia.

August 5, 1948
Tefft moves to 13-1 with a three-hit shutout of Emporia.

August 9, 1948
Tefft notches win No. 14 with a seven-hit complete game 10-2 victory
over Petersburg.

August 13, 1948
Staked to a 11-run lead in the fourth inning, Tefft improves to 15-1
with a 17-2 win over Franklin.

August 17,1948

Trailing 3-0 in the eighth inning, Blackstone tallies seven run in their
last two at bats en route to a 7-3 win at Suffolk ... Tefft moves to 16-1
despite allowing 13 hits in the route-going effort.

August 22, 1948

Blackstone, behind Tefft's four-hit pitching, moves into second place in
the Virginia League standings shutting out Lawrenceville 3-0 ... the win
moves the Barristers past slumping Franklin and within five games of
first place Suffolk.
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August 26, 1948

Whitey Bragg’s two-run double in the bottom of the ninth inning gives
Blackstone a 6-5 win over the Emporia Nats ... Tefft notches his 18t
straight win allowing eight hits and striking out five.
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August 28, 1948
Tefft is named to the Virginia League All-Star team in a vote by the
league’s managers.

August 30, 1948

Manager Paul Badgett's two-run home run in the bottom of the eighth inning rallies
Blackstone to a 14-13 win over Petersburg in the second game of a doubleheader ...
Tefft wins his 19th straight game despite yielding a season-high 17 hits.

September 3, 1948

Marion Timberlake singles home Tefft, who opened the ninth innin|g with a double,
with the game-winning run as Blackstone rallies past visiting Franklin 4-3 ... Tefft allows
four hits while striking out 11 and walking two in picking up his 20th-straight win.

September 7, 1948
Tefft gives up five hits and strikes out 11 as Blackstone beats Franklin 2-1 in the first
round of the Virginia League playoffs ... the victory is the 21st consecutive for Tefft.

September 14, 1948

Tefft strikes out 11 and allows six hits and picks up his 22nd straight win in a 9-3 vic-
tory over Petersburg in the opening game in the championship round of the Shaugh-
nessy playoffs.
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January 26, 1949

Tefft signs a contract with Newark of the International League.

Newark Buys
Pitcher Who Won
22 Games in Row

NEWARK, NJ. (UP) The
Mewark Bearg of the Internas
tionnl Leapuwe ioday onnouanced
ithe aurchase of pileher AlBOFL
Tefit Jr., a right-hender who has
pn consecutive winning alreak ol
22 rames :

Tefft wae purchased from the
Blackstone club of the Viegimin
League. Ho broke In with that
club ms a pitcher last spring, lost
his flrst pame In a reliel role
and then went on to compile 22
stralght victories—20 during the
repular gbafon and Lwo In the
play-offs

Teflt turned lo pilching when
he [ailed 1o make tho grade as o
third baseman with the Lynche-
burg <¢lubh ol the Piedmant
Leapue. He s only 20 vears old.

April 5,1949

Newark Bears business manager Parke Carroll is not
impressed with Tefft so far during the team's spring

training camp, “Tefft doesn't look like a pitcher,’ says
Carroll."He doesn't seem to throw hard and he has a
jerky motion on the mound”’

June 30,1950

Pitching for the Kingston Colonials, Tefft runs his
record to 3-0 with a 3-2 complete game victory over
first place Poughkeepsie ... Tefft strikes out nine and
walks one.

July 4,1950

Three days after posting his third straight victory for
the Kingston Colonials, Tefft makes his final appear-
ance in professional base when he leaves a game
aqainst the Poughkeepsie Chiefs with one out in the
second inning due to arm soreness.

November 7, 1999

Al Tefft
1950 Kingston Colonials

Tefft passes away at the University Medical Center in Las Vegas, Nevada.




