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What do Bob Albertson and Les Mueller have in common?

To start with, both are right-handed pitchers during the talent-thinned years of World
War Il - Albertson with Southern Association’s Chattanooga Lookouts in 1944, and Muel-
ler with the American League’s Detroit Tigers in 1945 - and both are integral characters
in the narrative of one Pete Gray, who becomes a major league outfielder with the St.
Louis Browns in 1945, despite the loss of his right arm in a childhood accident.

On May 28, 1944, Albertson is on the mound for the Lookouts, when Gray hits the first
over-the fence home run of his professional career. On April 17, 1945, Mueller, in relief
of starter Hal Hewhouser in the Tigers' 1945 season opener yields Gray's first major
league hit - an infield single to shortstop.
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Following a couple of appearances with
the Gadsen Pilots in 1947, Albertson will
play two seasons in the semipro Southern
Minnesota League with Austin (1948) and
Owatonna (1949) before reemerging with
Bangor in 1950.

Despite a 5-2 record with the Bangor Ban-
gors, Albertson announces his retirement
from baseball to become a jewelry sales-
man. Albertson is 23-26 in five minor league
seasons.

business?

Bob Alberison, a pitcher for
Bangor of the North Atlantie
league, has quit haseball aller
winning six of his eight starts 1o
become a jewelry salesman, Would
you say he's still in the diamond

In his two major league seasons, both with
the Detroit Tigers (1941 & 1945), Mueller is
6-8 with six complete games, including two

shutouts and an ERA of 3.78.

On July 21, 1945, Mueller starts and pitches
19 2/3 innings against the Philadelphia Ath-
letics, giving up just a single run on 13 hits
and five walks in a game that will eventually

end up a 1-1 tie after 24 innings.
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(Chattanooga, Tenn., May 25—
Pere Gray. Memphiz onearmed
outfielder won the ringing cheers
of 2667 fans here today by hiling
‘a homer over the rightfield fence
30 feer away. 20 feer highi? ar
‘Memphis swept & doubleheadel
from Chattanoopa, 102, 51

One man was o base. The biow
cvams in the ninth inning of the
Cpener.
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Cramer Somersaults
After Hot Catch

St. Louls, April 17.—(AP)—The
American league champion St. Louis
Browns tucked away their ninth
successive opening day victory to-
day by defeating the Detroit Tigers,
their 1 pennant runners-up, 7
to 1. score:
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