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On September 4, the final day of the 1916 South 
Atlantic (C) League season, the Macon Tigers and 
the Columbus Foxes split a Labor Day double-
header where the two teams 
combine for 25 runs and 44 
hits in the second game after 
Macon’s Reid “Rube” Zellars 
(right) fashions a no-hitter in 
the morning affair.

In winning his 22nd game of 
the year for a last-place team 
that manages only 65 wins on 
the season, the “bow-legged” Zellars strikes out 
nine en route to whitewashing the Foxes in the 
10:30 a.m. contest. The Columbus Daily-Enquirer 
opines that diminutive left-hander’s wildness 
(seven walks) “mars his escutcheon for no-hit 
honors.”

The Daily-Enquirer also takes exception to the 
talents of umpire Weir, who in the seventh inning 
misses an apparent base hit down the third base 
line by Columbus catcher Billy Widener because, 
as the reporter saw it, “he had his back to base 
line and called it foul.”

“Weir was arbiting, and that fellow’s title certainly 
was a misnomer. If there is anything to stamp 
Weir as an umpire, several hundred people at the 
park yesterday failed to locate it.”

The game’s lone run is tallied in the second inning when Macon catcher Ben Shaw has a lead-off double and is later driven home on a 
two-out single by Zellars (a .261 hitter) for the game’s only run. Columbus left fielder Walter Werner earns several “rounds of applause” 
from the assembled fans for his circus catches.

Lost in all of the excitement of Zeller’s no-hitter is the performance of 22-year-old Columbus right-hander Ralph Head. The University 
of Georgia product yields only seven hits and issues one lone walk in seeing his record drop to 14-13. Head will pitch one season in the 
major leagues with the Philadelphia Phillies in 1923, finishing 2-9 with five complete games a 6.66 ERA.

The day’s second game gets underway at 4:00 p.m., and Macon’s player/manager George 
Stinson follows up Zeller’s complete game with one of his own. 

Unfortunately for the Tigers, the 34-year-old outfielder-turned-slab artist isn’t as effective, 
allowing 14 runs (all earned) on 26 hits in eight innings or work. Stinson is tagged early, 
allowing seven runs in the first inning on eight hits, including three doubles, one triple and 
one home run. Zellars switches with Stinson and moves to right field for the second game 
and is 4-for-5 with a stolen base as Macon totals 18 hits of its own.

The two games take three hours and 35 minutes to play. The afternoon game is preceeded 
by a game at 2:30 between Bibb Manufacturing and the YMCA. The Bibb players are con-
vinced not to give up their day jobs as YMCA rolls to a 10-0 victory. However it is learned 
after the game that the YMCA “engaged” James Daly, an officer from Girard, Alabama to do 
the pitching for them.
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