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On August 17, 1915, behind the six-hit pitching of newly-acquired John "Rube" 
Benton, the Pittsburg Pirates win the first game of a doubleheader against the visit-
ing Chicago Cubs, 3-2. One week later on August 24, the game’s results are simply 
erased when the National Baseball Commission upholds a protest by the last-place 
New York Giants.

On August 14, one day after Ben-
ton pitches a one-hitter against the 
Youngstown Steelmen in an exhibition 
game, the Pirates acquire the sturdy 
left-hander from the Cincinnati Reds for 
$4,000, with no other players involved. 
At the time of the purchase, Benton is 
6-13 for the last-place Reds with a 3.35 
ERA

However, New York quickly asserts that 
it has the rights to Benton and Cincin-
nati agrees saying it simply overlooked 

the option and orders Benton to report to New York. The Giants convince the Com-
mission that they had claimed Benton on waivers and that they had a 21-day verbal 
option on the lefty pitcher that had yet to expire when he was sold to the Corsairs.

Both Pirates' president Barney 
Dreyfuss and manager Fred Clarke 
declare that they will fight for Ben-
ton's services.

"Nothing was said about the Giants having an 
option on Benton when the deal was closed 
with Manager Herzog here Friday night," said 
Dreyfuss. "Mr. Herzog named his price and we 
met it. Mr. Herrmann confirmed the deal over the 
long-distance telephone."

The Commission however, awards Benton to the 
Giants, but also tells the Pirates that since they 
had acted in good faith, the game will not be for-
feited, but will be replayed when the two teams 
are scheduled to play again in the first week of 
September.

To add insult to injury, New York Giants' manager 
John McGraw starts Benton against the Pirates 
the very next day (August 25) in the second 
game of a doubleheader at the Polo Grounds. The Corsairs gain a measure of satisfaction 
however, driving Benton from the box in the fifth inning, scoring six earned runs on 12 hits 
en route to a 9-7 win.

The Cubs and Pirates eventually play a doubleheader on September 4, instead of a the 
single game that was originally scheduled. Chicago wins the first game 5-2 before Pitts-
burgh rebounds to capture the second game, which is the rematch of the disqualified 
game of August 17, by a 2-to-1 score. In 15 major league seasons, Benton is 150-144 with 
23 shutouts and a 3.09 ERA.
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