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On May 25, 1951, New York Giants 
outfielder Willie Mays makes his 
major league debut against the 
Philadelphia Phillies. In a match-
up of native Alabamians,  Mays 
strikes out looking in the 1st inning 
against right-hander Bubba Church. 
The 20-year-old centerfielder is 
0-for-5 in the Giants’ 8-5 win before 
21,082 in Shibe Park.

Mays is hitting an American Association-leading .477 for the Minneapolis 
Millers with eight home runs and 30 RBIs in 35 games when his contract is 
purchased by the Giants on May 24. Giants’ manager Leo Durocher says that 
he will install his rookie phenom in centerfield, moving Bobby Thomson over 
to left.

In his first seven games with the Giants, Mays is 1-for-26 (.039) with his lone 
hit a home run off of Warren Spahn on May 28. Mays will total 18 home runs 
off of Spahn, the most against any pitcher in Mays’ 23-year career.

New York Giants’ manager Leo Durocher, left, chats with 
Willie Mays, right, his rookie outfielder, before the game 
with the Philadelphia Phillies.


