Forgettable Finishes, “Johnny Vander Meer
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“I guess | just don't have it anymore.”
Johnny Vander Meer, May 8, 1951

“For Vander Meer, the memories of the past hardly balance with thoughts of the future.”
Oscar Fraley, United Press, May 8, 1951

May 7, 1951, Cleveland Stadium, Cleveland, Ohio

As 36-year-old Johnny Vander Meer approaches the mound that evening in Cleveland
Stadium, the hourglass on his notable 13-year career is nearing its completion. With the
late 8:30 start, most of the 3,261 spectators on hand are comfortably seated in the massive
78,000-seat structure. By the time he finishes his warmup pitches with veteran catcher Mike
Hegan, tickets were still most assuredly available.
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Father Time had taken some feet off of his once-feared fast ball, but the broad-shouldered
left-hander still feels that he has something to offer Al Lopez’s Indians. For a pitcher who
gained eternal fame for turning in back-to-back no-hitters as a rookie in 1938, this will be his
first appearance for Cleveland since the start of the season. The Indians (11-5) start the day in
second-place, two games behind the New York Yankees (14-4) and a half-game in front of the
Washington Nationals (11-6), that night's opponent.
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Vander Meer has this opportunity to start because of minor ailments to three Cleveland
starters - Bob Lemon strained his back hitting against Boston five days earlier, Bob Feller
missed his turn the day before with a minor back problem and Steve Gromek was bed rid-
den with influenza.
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two games in 1938 no player was greater.




