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McPherson, Kansas
In a battle between the top two teams in the Kansas State (D) League, the Lyons 
Lions beat the McPherson Merry Macks 2-1, in a 21-inning marathon that is de-
layed in the 18th inning when umpire “Mickie” Cleary asks a friend in the stands 
for a chew of tobacco.

With the win, Lyons pulls to within one game of the front-running Merry Macks. 
The victory later proves to be significant when the Lions (61-37) capture the 
league title by 1/2 game over Hutchinson (60-37) and one game over McPher-
son (59-37).

Lyons ace Robert Hassler goes the route for the visitors, allowing only nine hits 
and three walks while striking out 11. In only his second season in professional 
baseball, Hassler will lead the Kansas State League in both wins (25) and strike-
outs (193).

Yorkville, South Carolina
A “band” of Cherokee native Americans from the Carlisle Industrial School in 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and a local team from Yorkville, South Carolina, play a 
doubleheader, with the second game being played under the lights.

Both games are played on the 
local high school field, with the 
nightcap contested on grounds 
that “were brightly lighted” and 
with a ball that is both “larger and 
softer”.

The Carlisle team wins the opener 
17-7 before a large crowd. A rain-
storm keeps the attendance down 
for the second game.

Americus, Georgia
We don’t know exactly what 
happened that afternoon in Americus, but 
we do know is that city policeman William 
Tinsley, while attempting to arrest James 
Pope, a railway conductor, is prevented from 
doing so when a group of “visiting” baseball 
players draw their guns in defense of Pope ... 
Americus did not have a minor league team 
in 1909, but did field a very talented amateur 
team named the Americus Champs. The visit-

ing team in question is probably a semi-pro team from Albany, Georgia. The July 27 edition 
of the Atlanta Constitution reports that an Albany semi-pro team, strengthened by the 
addition of former Cracker first baseman Dick Rohn, is playing in Americus.
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