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On This Date September 1,September 1,  19191919
After retiring as a 
player four years 
earlier following 
a five-year minor 
league career, Whis-
kers Weir, the game’s 
home plate umpire, 
decides to make 
one last appearance 
as a player when he 
pinch hits for Spartanburg centerfielder 
Doc Bass in the ninth inning of a 10-2 loss 
to the Augusta Dollies.

After collecting an infield single, Weir, who 
played for Spartanburg in 1912, is picked 
off first by Augusta pitcher Mickey Shader.

Over a four-year minor league career between 
1912 and 1915, the nomadic Whiskers is 
traded or released 13 times, including a 
career-high four times in his final pro season 
in 1915. The Columbia, South Carolina, native 
hit a career-high .278 for the Spartanburg Red 
Sox in 1912.

It’s the final game of the season for both 
Augusta and Spartanburg with the Dollies 
finishing in fifth place with a 45-52 record and 12 games ahead of the last-place 
Pioneers (33-64). 

Lemuel Sam Weir passes away on June 28, 1951, at the Oteen Hospital in Ashe-
ville, North Carolina, at the age of 61. 
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