Grover Lowdermilk, ‘A Ramshackle Order of Architecture”

©DiamondsintheDusk.com

“He was built on a loose ramshackle order of architecture. His physical being never achieved correlation.”
- John B. Sheridan, The Sporting News, September 1924

Enough said, Grover Cleveland Lowdermilk was the kind of player of which
legends are made.

In 1907, Lowdermilk, then a strong-armed 22-year-old pitcher named after a
former United States President and in his first year of professional baseball,
sets a single-season strikeout record that has stood the test of time.

Fresh off the campus of Mississippi College, Lowdermilk strikes out 465 bat-
ters, setting the minor league single-season strikeout record for the 60-foot,
6-inch distance that had been in effect since 1892. He is 33-11 while toilin
for the Mattoon Giants (45 giames) and the Decatur Commodores (1 game%
and in the process walks only 118 and allows only 190 hits in 397 innings.

A long-armed 6-foot-4, 190-pound hard-throwing right-hander, Lowdermilk
pIa?/s hine years in the majors from 1909 to 1920 with six different clubs,

inc udin? the St. Louis Cardinals, Chicago Cubs, St. Louis Browns, Detroit
Tigers, Cleveland Indians and the Chicago White Sox.

In his 122-game major league career, Lowdermilk is 23-39 with a 3.58 ERA.
SeventK-three appearances are starts, of which he completes 30, including
three shutout efforts. In 590 1/3 innings, he strikes out 296 but walks 376 and
hits 37 additional batters for good measure.

A member of the infamous 1919 Chicago “Black Sox” team, which threw the P8
World Series that year to the Cincinnati Reds, Lowdermilk was not a part of that g
scandal. Eight of his teammates were barred for life from the game afterthe & ey P
1920 season by baseball's first commissioner, Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis. fesses gt an G ot s NS
Lowdermilk's greatest asset was his fast curve ball - a pitch of IePend. His ability to hook the ball while throwing it with speed, was
the primary reason he managed to stay in the major leagues, all of the while frustrating one manager after another. Following his
playing days, it was said that Lowdermilk had only one weakness in his early years in the minors, one which he had to solve before
moving in the majors. He had “rabbit ears.” A bench jockey could ruin his concentration and make him so wild he couldn't find the
plate by chanting, “Poor old Grover, he can't get it over. Poor old Grover.”

“No one knew how much speed Lowdermilk ever had. He never really threw as hard a ball as he could because of his lack of control.
He knew he was wild and feared that if he put everything on the ball that he was capable of, he might kill some batter. So, he was
content to throw a half-speed ball. “ - Muddy Ruel

Minor League Single-Season Strikeouts A native of Sandborn, Indiana, he experiences far more success at the minor
league level with 182 career wins in 12 seasons. In addition to his 33 wins with
Name, Club Year W-L Total | Mattoon in 1907, he pockets 25 victories with the Springfield Senators in 1910,

Grover Lowdermilk, Decatur, Mattoon 1907 33-11 465 | another 25 triumphs with the Columbus Senators in 1917 and 20 with the Lou-
Bill Kennedy, Rocky Mount Rocks 1946 28-3 456 | jsville Colonelsin 1913.

Virgil Trucks, Andalusia Bulldogs 1938 25-6 418

Rube Vickers, Seattle Siwashes 1906 39-20 409 | yic pi o . ; ‘
Yancey Avers. Richmond Colts 1913 208 390 His his lack of control isn't as prevalent in the minors where he strikes out

Eddie Albrech, Pine Bluff Cardinals 1949 29-12 389 | 2041 while walking 1,310, in 2,699 innings.

Vean Gregg, Portland Beavers 1910 32-18 376 . L .
Bob Schultz, Fulton Bulldogs 1946 1910 361 | Fourtimes he leads a league in strikeouts. In 1917, he sets the American As-
Larry Jackson, Fresno Cardinals 1952 28-4 351 | sociation's single-season strikeout mark with 250.
Bob Upton, Jacksonville Jax 1950 25-16 346
Source: Minor League Journal, Vol. 2, Number 1
Records for 60'6” distance Page1 of 13:



https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lowdegr01.shtml
https://www.mc.edu/
https://baseballhall.org/hall-of-famers/landis-kenesaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandborn,_Indiana
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A “tall and talented” Grover Lowdermilk
and his brother Louis, a left-handed
pitcher, start playing on local sandlot
teams in central lllinois in 1905. The
older Lowdermilk stars for the Arthur
(III.) Giants for two seasons and in July
of his second year with the Giants, he
signs with the Decatur Commodores for
the upcoming 1907 season.

LAUDERMILK'S
SPEED GREAT,
CONTROLPOOR

Lowdermilk begins his 16-year pro
career with a brief one-game stint with
Decatur before being demoted down
two levels to the D-level Mattoon Gi-
ants of the Eastern lllinois League and
it's with Mattoon that the angular one
makes his mark.

In 48 appearances with the eventual
champion Giants, Lowdermilk is 33-10
with a 0.93 ERA and sets the modern
era strikeout record with 465 (458 with
Mattoon and seven with Decatur). In 44
a[)pearances in the short-lived Eastern
Illinois League, he has 42 complete
games and allows only 179 hits in 388
innings.

In addition, he leads the league in
shutouts with 14, including five ina
row from July 14 to July 26, where over
a 45-inning span he strikes out 66 and
allows only 13 hits. On 10 other occa-
sions, he allows only one run and eight
times two runs.

Earlier, his arrival in Decatur that spring
is delayed somewhat when he informs
the team that he has a chance to be an
assistant baseball coach at little Missis-
sippi College in Clinton, Mississippi, and
that he won't be available until after the

ing, agree to his request for a late arrival.

Grover Lowdermilk Year by Year:

Year Team League Level W-L GP INN HT BB SO ERA
1906 Arthur (IIl.) Giants - SPro - - - - - - -
1907 Mississippi College -- (College 6-3 9 840 35 34 105
1907 2 Teams 2 Leagues D-B| 33-11 45 397.0 190 118 465
Decatur Commodores Three-| B 01 1 90 11 2 7 -
Mattoon Giants Eastern lllinois Dl 33-10 44 388.0 179 116 458 0.93
1908 Decatur Commodores Three-| Bl 13-10 32 2170 131 124 183 -
1909 Decatur Commodores Three-| B 54 10 780 41 42 48 -
1909 St. Louis Cardinals NATIONAL  MLB 0-2 7 290 28 30 14 6.21
1910 Springfield Senators Three-| Bl 25-9-1 45 3340 211 141 209 -
1911 St. Louis Cardinals NATIONAL  MLB 0-1 11 331 37 33 15 7.29
1912 Louisville Colonels  American Association AA| 17-16 43 2702 229 141 155 -
1912 Chicago Cubs NATIONAL  MLB 0-1 2 130 17 14 8 9.69

1913 Louisville Colonels  American Association AA| 20-14 51 3041 235 137 197 -
1914 Louisville Colonels  American Association AA| 1816 42 2840 224 159 254 2.85

1915 2 Teams AMERICAN MLB| 13-18 45 250.1 200 157 148 3.24
St. Louis Browns AMERICAN  MLB 917 38 2221 183 133 130 3.142
Detroit Tigers AMERICAN  MLB 41 7 280 17 24 18 418

1916 2 Teams AMERICAN  MLB 15 11 512 52 48 28 3.14
Detroit Tigers AMERICAN  MLB 0-0 1 04 0 3 0 000
Cleveland Indians AMERICAN  MLB -5 10 511 52 45 28 3.16

1916 Portland Beavers Pacific Coast AA 14 7 372 26 25 18 3.82

1917 Columbus Senators  American Association A 2514 50 355.0 254 128 250 1.70

1917 St. Louis Browns AMERICAN  MLB 221 3 190 16 4 9 142

1918 St. Louis Browns AMERICAN  MLB 26 13 800 74 38 25 315

1919 2 Teams AMERICAN  MLB 55 27 108.2 101 47 49 2.57
St. Louis Browns AMERICAN  MLB 0-0 7 120 6 4 6 075
Chicago White Sox AMERICAN  MLB 55 20 962 95 43 43 279

1920 Chicago White Sox AMERICAN  MLB 0-0 3 51 9 5 0 675

1920 Minneapolis Millers  American Association AA| 1412 31 2230 337 151 119 2.99

1921 Minneapolis Millers  American Association AA 11-9 25 166.0 149 117 128 4:17

1922 Columbus Senators  American Association AA 0-2 7 320 29 27 15

1922 Pontiac (IIl.) Giants Central lllinois  SPro

1923 Hornell (N.Y.) Independents Ind
1923 Centralia (IIl.) Indians - SPro
1923 Canton (IIl.) Railroaders Midwest ~ SPro -
1924 Canton (Ill.) Industrials Midwest  SPro 10-2
1925 Qdin (IIl.) Independents - SPro -

1926 Racine (Wisc.) Eskimos  Wisconsin-lllinois  SPro

Major League Totals 9 Seasons 23-39 122 590.1 534 376 296 3.58
Minor League Totals 12 Seasons 182-121 388 2699.2 2056 1310 2041 -

ML Debut: July 3, 1909, at Robison Field, St. Louis: relieved Johnny Lush in the third inning and pitched two
and 1/3 innings, allowing three runs on two hits, four walks and one strikeout in a 13-7 loss to Cincinnati.

ML Finale: May 12, 1920, at Polo Grounds V, New York: relieved Lefty Williams in the sixth inning and allows three runs
in one inning pitched on three hits and two walks in a 14-8 loss to the New York Yankees.

1908 - Led Eastern Illinois League in victories (33), strikeouts (458) & innings pitched (388).
1910 - Tied for lead in Three-I League in innings pitched (334).

1913 - Led American Association in strikeouts (197).

1914 - Led American Association in walks (159) strikeouts (254).

1917 - Led American Association in strikeouts (250) & ERA (1.70) and ties for first in wins (25).
1920 - Led American Association in walks (151).

school’s graduation in May. The Commodores, with an abundance of pitch- E{ [w A HE S‘i' E .ﬂl‘;
! b

Arriving in Clinton in February, Lowdermilk enrolls as a student and under

the tutelac{;e of head coach and former major leaguer Ace Stewart, becomes t 3
the school’s star pitcher. Stewart, who played professionall?/ for 20 years, in- 3
cluding one season with the National League’s Chicago Colts in 1895, opines Y ;

that Lowdermilk could be better than Jeff Clarke, who starred at the school
the year before and is now with the Cotton States League’s Vicksburg Hill

Billies.



https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/stewaac01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=clarke001jef
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While at Mississippi College and during a March 8 practice game with the Jackson Senators
of the Cotton States LeacI;ue, Lowdermilk allows only three hits and strikes out 13 in a 5-2

win. In his nine-game college career, he is 6-3, with two of the defeats coming in a double-
header where he strikes out 26 while allowing only three hits. In the three losses, he has 36
strikeouts. He later claims that the inability of his college catcher to hold on to the ball was

the cause of the three setbacks.

Profesional Dehut

May 22, 1907

Rock Island Islanders at Decatur Commodores
Leaque Park, Decatur, Illinois
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In a highly-antipated debut, a 22-year-old Gro-
ver “Laudermilk” be?ms his professional career
against the Rock Island Islanders before 800
af League Park. In his only appearance for the
Commodores in 1907, Lowdermilk strikes out
s%ven”?ut allows 10 runs on 11 hits and a pair
of walks.

Mississippi College

Finally reporting to Decatur on May 18, Lowder-
milk's Three-l League debut is delayed a couple of ,
days after his uniform is stolen from the hotel where |~ o
awaited debut against the RockIsland Islanders,~ | 1L e FEA e T e ETREE D e
allowing 11 hits, two walks, two wild ﬁ'tChes andan | Siyated on five acres near Mount Salus in Centra

errorin a 12-3 loss. After the game, a frustrated Low- | Mississippi, it |

i - T e

[ ne ustrated Low- | Mississippi, it is renamed Mississippi College in
dermilk blames catcher William Powell for the loss | 1830. In December 1831, it makes history as the first
and hints that he might return to the Arthur Giants, | college in the nation to grant a degres to  woman.

: i ; " During the Givil War a large group of students, three
Instead, the following day, the "Decatur Discard faculty members, a trustee, and townspeople in Clin-

reluctantly aﬁ]'ree's to report to Mattoon Giants of ton organized the Mississippi College Rifles. Leav-
the Eastern Illinois (D) League. ing in April 1861, the Rifles take part in a series of
battles, primarily in northern Virginia. What remained
Mattoon s mired in lest pace witha 49 markand |2 fe MENS WS Kb D COe TS
in the mlddlg ofa controv,ersy when the dlsgruntled Court House. Of the original 104 men who enlisted in
one makes his first Giants' appearance on May 26. | ine Rifles. only eiaht return. The unit's battle flag w

g ¢ Rifles, only eight retur. The unit's battle flag was
Mattoon manager Charley O'Day had spent the day | brought back to campus and was preserved in the old
before denyin reEorts that his players “engaged chapel building. The school colors in 1907 were grey
in a hilarious drunk,” three days prior. Lowdermilk | blueand gold

turns in a strong performance for the Giants, yield-
ing only five hits in a 1-0 loss to the Charleston Broom Corn Cutters.

In his first three starts for Mattoon, he is 1-2 allowing a mere three runs on 18 hits in 26 in-
nings. Despite his success in the early going, his wildness is causing concern among league
hitters has he has hit three hitters and causing serious injuries, including a broken arm and a
concussion that left a Taylorsville player unconscious for 17 hours.

On June 4, Lowdermilk one-hits visiting Pana, striking out 12 and hits his first career home
run off of Edward Craig in a 13-0 whitewashing of the Coal Miners. Three days later, he

starts in right field and hits his second home run, a
grand slamin a 13-1 win over Shelbyville. Despite his
team-leading six wins and three shutouts, a report
out of Mattoon says that Lowdermilk may be released
because of his tendency to cause trouble among his
teammates.

LATDERMILE TO MATTOON

Grover Laudermillk left 1Eld marnlhne

for Matison where ke will make

effert tn set the Eastern iimols league | afly ball for a double by Henry Eldred. On July 24,
an Tire, He [eaves Decatur wilh the

feeling that he At mat wee taie teear. | LOWAermilk strikes out 13 and allows only two

On June 22, against the newly-formed Paris Colts,
Lowdermilk has a no-hitter with two outs in the
an | Ninth inning when right-fielder Brown misplaces

ment. He sava his defest by Rock Iai- | Witsin a 3-0 win over Paris. -y

agd wis bBecacss Lhe Decatur tenen did

t hav cltch thnt 4 Beld kim. . ' o
'I;;.- |Ju':::|.p4:||1lrc:|h n:nuuqnl,'.m'.:.' aif- Despltethe _teamSWInnlr] ways, 35'14(714)
fesent wiew of the mattes. He alee | gince gequiring Lowdermilk, Mattoon is short of
sald that If he had & catche? that cowld . ’ .
held nim that all he wanted te win = | playersand signs Grover's younger brother Louis

T ey & held, fof Jhame of the | onJuly 25. Louis makes his Giants' debut a day

hita would gt beyomd thal spece.

sheuid o mald, Rawevse. I Stoae of later starting in right field and going{ 1-for-4 with

good plteher If ke will guit ke brag- | d FUN Scored. Louis is released on July 30 and his

Elng and play bBasil,

contract is returned to the Arthur Giants. 1907Gr3§§§th?végﬁ{n“}§}§ores
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On August 10, Lowdermilk does himself one better than
usual, ﬁitchinﬂ both ends of a Saturday doubleheader

Lowdermilk No-Hitter

August 14, 1908

Peoria Distillers at Decatur Commodores
Leaque Park, Decatur, Illinois

with Shelbyville, allowing only one hitin 18innings. In | gimai' s . 4 F 575
the 1-0 opener, he allows a lone single before turning | Eeswe. 3 -oooooooo2 & 8 2 3 o
right around and pitching his first career no-hitterinthe | metn. w0000 & 612 0 0
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. . . l-i-.h-.l---rr.r.n.- E # O 4 6 0
.| Onthe same afternoon, Mattoon is so “crippled” with | === # cooeecee 2 8 8 0 B 1
~ | injured players that the team's Board of Directors meets | Ferate oooooonec2t 2 8 2018 2
and issues a statement praising the team'’s perfor- Crosier, of oooond 11308 8
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leaving the team henceforth will be blacklisted. Tenmane 1§ oo Se 1o
Froml. ss DRE kg SR e W R bR (e
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On August 15, Lowdermilk comes to within one out Posthoer, ¥ iaooaciiieid 84 TE 808
of his second no-hitter when Charleston'’s Jack Bartley ——————

. . Todmbs ...occouwa#F & T 27 &
, beats out a dribbler in front of home plate for a con- Pescia ., b 2o a e e

Grover Lowdermilk troversial base hit. Nonplussed, Lowdermilk ends the Vs hass hiie Bariienty DaRal,

1907 Mattoon Giants b : : : T D
game with his 13th strikeout in a 5-0 victory. - RO S i
Busds on balls—0df Syers 3; off
. Laudormiik, =
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Charleston’s loss to Taylorville, the Giants increase Charleston lost to Taviorvllle agaln || because of a som arm, Lowdermilk pitches his
their lead to two games in the race for the pen- | #od now Mattonn has a lead of two || first no-hitter at the professional level, defeat-
nant. L e ing the visiting Peoria Distillers 6-2. Lowdermilk

Laudermilk & Trowbla Maker.

Repoal eomes (room Motioon o the
effect that Grover Laudermllk may be
relen®ed from the tcom becauses of o

v | dance at League Park. With six strikeouts,

10-innin<_? 3-3 tie with visiting Charleston
r

before a franchise record of 2,500 in atten-
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plavers. Grover 12 doabiless arflicted | hefinishes the season with a professional
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44 games with Mattoon.

Following an off-season where he finds employment back in the Odin mines and

!

then elopes in early February with

‘one of the handsomest girls in town,” Low-

B—_
Grover Lowdermilk
1908 Decatur Commodores

dermilk has some contractual issues to be
worked through before he is able to take the
field in 1908. On February 2 (two days before
he gets married), the directors of the Eastern
lllinois League pass a resolution deciding to
“stand by"
to hold Lowdermilk to his contract with the

batters with 25. Wilson plunked 33.

strikes out nine, walks two and drives in two
runs with a fifth-inning single.

In the season’s final game, Lowdermilk pitches a

attoon in its action in attempting

LAVDERMILE ELOFES
=Laaky™ Follows Lesd of
WIn .,

Mattsan, Feb, S —"Tanky” Lauder-
milk., the @longahtad pitcher whe
Lroke mll records Inm the Enstern 11H-
pnoldE leagpe lngr aenson, follovwed] Blg
Chilef WiHHams" lead faat week by
rloping with o fair Cdlin domse] Awe-
cording to a hieseage wWhich comes
froee Ehea foal mining town,

"Lanky¥” since the clodse of the Ball
seiEns, has bedn employed In digzing
conl at Odip, It nppears thae he had
enough time above the ground to make
Jove, ns be i sald o have eloped to
Indiana with ot of the hondsomeat
girje In the towmn,

Big Chiler

Giants. The matter will probably be taken up by the national commission.

It s later determined that Lowdermilk is among several Mattoon players to be made free agents
because the team failed to pay them their complete salaries the year before. Lowdermilk how-
ever, maintains that he intends on moving to Mattoon with his bride and opening the season
with the Giants. However, come spring training he reports to Decatur, 10 pounds underweight.

He opens the 1908 season on May 9, with a 10-1 complete game victory over Rock Island,
striking out five, walking two and going 1-for-4 with a double. On Ma?]/ 28, he strikes out

14 and allows last-place Clinton only three hits, but loses 1-0. He finis

with four shutouts and leads the Three-I League in both strikeouts (183) and walks (124). He
finishes second to Rock Island’s 15-game winner Christy Wilson among league pitchers in hit

es the season 13-10
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After a tumultuous 1908 season where Lowdermilk admits that he and manager George Reed
were not on the same page, he says that his arm is coming along just fine and that he can do bet-
ter than he did last year and tells the Commodores that he is ready to sign for next season. “I've
got more sense than | had last year." In the off-season, Decatur fields several offers for Lowder-
milk's services, but declines to trade their talented but erratic hurler.

Following back-to-back three-hitters, Lowdermilk is 5-4 in 10 appearance when on June 11,
1909, he, shortstop Billy Barkwell and pitcher Thomas Cowell are sold to the St. Louis Cardinals
for $2,500. Lowdermilk leaves for St. Louis immediately while Barkwell and Cowell are to report
at the end of the Three-I season. Lowdermilk is bought by the Cardinals despite never having
pitched in front of a team scout. Before Decatur's game on June 11, he throws a few “warm
ones” on the sidelines with Cardinals’ manager Roger Bresnahan, who says, "He’s got a world of
speed. His curve break faster than any | ever caught. | can teach him control and make a second

Matthewson out of him.” / ; ?f”

Major League Debut “He’s got a world of speed. His curve breaks faster than any | ever Grover Lowdermilk
July 3, 1909 o caught. | can teach him control and make a second Matthewson out 1909 Decatur Commodores
Cincinnati Reds at St. Louis Cardinals of him.” - Roger Bresnahan

Robison Field, St. Louis, Missouri
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Lowdermilk makes his major league debut in |4 pitch while striking out one in a 13-7 loss. TS UL R

the second game of a doubleheader with the

Cincinnati Reds where the Cardinals show their
Supﬁort with 11 errors. Relieving starter Johnny “His withdrawal brought into action the funniest looking pitcher ever seen in the big
Lush with two outs in the third inning, he pitches leagues, who was promptly christened Buttermilk by the fans. This fellow sure did

two and 1/3 innings, allowing three runs on four | [and a touch of comedy to the situation, which had begun to be tragic for the Cardinals. Buttermilk s 7

Bvlﬂ[%%et‘“{g&étgrﬁl‘lﬁ \aNa\lVlyedd ?ﬁtg?agl}gﬁrségﬁgg feet 5 inches in height, with or without stockings, towering ever Long Larry like a telephone pole overa

he faces in the fifth fnning. The St. Louis Globe- toothpick. He is about 8 inches in the thickest part. When he pitched

Demaocrat describes his enry into the game: he performed evolutions that will get him a job on the stage as a
contortionist in the cold winter months. Buttermilk's first act when he went into the

“Instead of a ball game being in progress after box was to retire the side by striking out Bescher on three pitched balls.”

Lush had been knocked off the slab in the sec- - Cincinnati Enquirer, July 4, 1909

ond game, one would have thought some comi-

ﬁ%’arv;utggwclggvféu?atuggs\%égglgg Sfmﬁ?k“é’,ﬁi When St. Louis leaves for a three-week, 22-game Eastern road trip on August 16, Lowdermilk

called forth by Eadie Phelps. The tall, thin boy | is left at home, to work out on his own. On September 22, in his first appearance in over a
wen o?hdgryqtflt]euhrge TUUS“;!%J' bf%{; Swfe‘i month, he is handed the starting assignment against the New York Giants and legendary Hall
e v O o o | of Famer Christy Mathewson. Being handed an early 3-0 lead, “Lank” is unable to Tinish the
warming up practice, Laudermilk went to the | ;1'. G\ . P L = :

mound ané) &nned Bescher on three thrown | third inning and Cardinal catcher Ed Phelps “nearing exhaustion” from leaping for Lowder-
balls. After this feat had been accomplished | milk's errant pitches. The Giants' batters are afraid to approach the plate for “health reasons,”

Laudermilk chased out benind the stands and | he walks four in a row and is relieved by team ace Fred Beebe.
tossed a few over to Jack Bliss.



https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=reed--003geo
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https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/bresnro01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/morefo01.shtml
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In seven appearances for the seventh-place Cardinals
in 1909, he Is 0-2, with a 6.21 ERA, with 30 walks and 14
strikeouts in 29 innings.

On October 1, he strikes out 10, but walks seven in the
first of his 30 major league complete games, a 6-5 loss
to Cincinnati.

“Laudermilk polished the Cardinal bench during the season
of 1909 until it was too hard to sit on. His forte is fooling
the batsmen. When the batter is looking for a low one
inside, he will throw it over the grand stand. His record for
1909 was 13-3 (13 pay days and 3 squares a day). In 1909,
he made the spring training trip but at the beginning of
the regular season he was returned to his former boss for
further seasoning, when he proceeded to show the “duke”
up by winning the pennant for his team.”

- Quad-City Times, September 1909

On January 16, a second Lowdermilkg']oins the Three-|
League when Louis Lowdermilk, on the recommenda-
tion of Cleveland catcher Bob Higgins signs with the
Peoria Chiefs. All of the reports say that the younger
Lowdermilk has all of the speed of his older brother, but
with “a lot better noodle.”

“In sacrifice hits, Ruby of Springfield
perished 50 times.”

So says the summary of the Three-I League in 1908. The

L youngest of 17 children (he outlives them all), Jesse
“| Loring Ruby is an eight-year veteran of the league from
1902 to 1909. In his final season, the Carthage, Indiana,

outfielder/pitcher is a teammate of Grover Lowdermilk
while playing with the Decatur GCommodores. He plays
two years (1901-1902) of baseball at Purdue University

& | where is the junior class president in 1902, the athletic

editor of student newspaper, the Purdue Exponent and
the team’s star left-handed throwing third baseman.
Elected captain of the Boilermaker nine for 1902, Ruby
leaves the team on December 16, 1901, saying that the
University has “discouraged his every effort” to bring
baseball talent to the school. Saying that not being able
to have a pitcher or catcher, he can do nothing In the
making of the team. “Easily the best baseball player the
school ever had,” Ruby receives offers to attend other
schools as well as professional offers. One day later he
signs with the Davenport River Rats. In late January,
Ruby changes his mind and rejoins the college team for
his junior season, saying that he will join the River Rats
after clases are done. Graduating from Purdue in the
spring of 1903, Ruby migrates to Ithaca, New York, and
enrolls at Cornell University where he majors in Theo-
retical Physics and Mathematics. Following his playing
days, he lives in Centerville, Indiana, where he is a ru-
ral mail carrier from 1914 to 1945 and a farmer before
passing away on October 12, 1969, at the age of 89.

“There is one twirler on the Cardinal staff who has come in for more jesting perhaps than any player who ever attempted to break into a major
league - Laudermilk. It may be somewhat surprising to the fans, but | think he would win as many games as any other twirler the team if he could
control his shoots. He has oceans of speed and a jump ball that is a corker. Add to this his strenuous efforts to make good; he is trying all the time to
please everyone, and what more could be asked of a mere boy.”

- Roger Bresnahan, 1909

Following several strong spring training showings, it appears that Lowdermilk
will make the Cardinals™1910 opening day roster. Meanwhile over in Peoria
on April 11, the gounger Lowdermilk, is hit for 13 safeties, three of which were
for extra bases, by a team of Chicago White Sox players. The White Sox are in
such a hurry to get home to Chicago they were willing to sacrifice anything
save base hits in order to hasten the proceedings and catch their train. They
accomplished this by playing the game in 1:20 and flagging their train at the
ball park entrance.

On April 20, Bresnahan finally gives up his Lowdermilk experiment and sends
hi.rlr:j to Springfield of the Three-| (B) League. Bresnahan says he has “shadow
wildness."

One month later, on May 15, Peoria sends Louis to the Ottumwa (lowa) Pack-
ers of the Central (D) Association. But the I:young Ieft?/ is hesitant to report to
the Packers and eventually is sent to the Freeport (IIl.) Pretzels of the Northern
(D) Association.

o ) RS
iy ——

Elmwnnd' Park, Springfield, lllinois In his first appearance of the 1910 season on May 5, Grover shuts out Peoria
The 1910 season opener on May 4, between the Springfield | 3-0 on one infield hit by 18-year-old Fred Smith. Two weeks later, a “sulking”
Senators and the Peoria Distillers is also a battle of the Low- | [ owdermilk is removed in the eiﬁ(hth inning of a 5-2 loss to Waterloo. Twice
(ejrercrgrlrlllglr?eegogiZaog%lflétmlflt?errm{gra%%emkv%]l(lje%ﬁr{ggr in June (12th & 25th), Lowdermilk proves to being the Senators workhorse,
brother Louis relieves Peoria starter Joe Cook in the Senators' | tWice pitching, and winning both games of a doubleheader. On June 12, he
nine-run seventh inning and allows three runs, on three hits | beats Peoria 3-2 and 8-6 while two weeks later, on June 25, when he turns in

in one-third of an inning. back-to-back shutouts, allowing only three hits, in both ends of a double-



https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/higgibo01.shtml
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header with visiting Bloomington. The white washings are his third
and fourth shutouts of the month, of which one was a tie with Rock
Island. Lowdermilk celebrates the Fourth of July by completing his
third doubleheader sweep with a 9-5 and 4-1 complete game wins

over Peoria.

On August 19, Lowdermilk wins his own game hitting a two-run
home run in the eighth giving the Senators a 5-4 win over Peoria.

Just minutes before the August 22
sale deadline, “the telephone poll” is
one of five Springfield players sold
to major league teams when he is
Burchased fora second-strai%ht year
the St. Louis Cardinals for $1,500.

.
-
Lamls: LavddEe .Tll-:-“_

|_ LoD R H- 5700 15 b

Five days later, still with Sprinﬁﬁeld,
he walks 11, but allows only three
hits in a 8-2 win over Waterloo.

Louis Lowdermilk's 1912 T207 card is regarded as the key tolthat,hi%h-
ly sought-after baseball card set and is one of the great rarities in the
hobby. One of three major rarities in the set (along With cards of Irving

Late in September, Laudermilk says
he will not report to the Cardinals
next spring, saying that he was not

In October when the league’s final
statistics for the 1910 season are re-
leased, Lowdermilk leads the Ieack;ue
in wins (25) and is second to Roc
Island’s 18-game winner Pug Cavet
in strikeouts (209) and walks (141).

treated fairly by manager Bresnahan.

Lewis and Ward Miller), this Lowdermilk card has long been one of the
most desired and elusive cards. The Lowdermilk card is considered
rare because it was distributed by two tobacco companies - Broad-
leaf or Cycle - that didn't sell as well because most people during that
period smoked Recruit. A grade 3 Lowdermilk card sold for $2,880 in
August of 2020. The younger brother by two years, Louis pitches two
years (1911-1912) with the Cardinals, who apparently were attempt-
ing the corner the market on Lowdermilks. He was 4-5 with a 3.38
ERA, in 20 career games. Unlike his older brother, Louis served two
ears as a 8nvate in the Army during World War 1, returning home in
ebruary 1919. A 20-game winner for the Fort Wayne Champs in 1913,
Lowdermilk was also 15-6 for the South Bend Benders in 1914.

Grover Lowdermilk
1011 St. Louis Cardinals

Lowdermilk is still under contract with Springfield at $150
per month when he is ordered to report to St. Louis for

spring training. Cardinals’ manager Roger Bresnahan contin-

ues to believe in Lowdermilk’s long arm:

Mud and a Game Lost by a Hole

On September 14, 1911, in
Lowdermilk's ~final apgear-
ance with the Decatur Com-
modores, he loses to visiting
et DUbuque 3-2, ina game played
e in the rain and mud and de-
{ e B Cided by a ‘freak” home run
f“ | by Dub’s third baseman Dow
gils \andine (left). In the ninth in-
s ning, Vandine hits a hard drive
just inside the first sack. Sam Foster is stuck in the mud
and can't get to it and the ball goes spitting and splattering
along the right foul ling, with Danny Jenkins floundering in
pursuit. Just as he gets to the ball it goes straight through
a hole in the fence. Six inches beyond it stops and lays
there gleaming before Jenkins’ nose. He gets down on his
hands and knees and began to dig under the fence like a
terrier in a rat hole for the ball, while Fred Moore made a
vain effort to scale the wet fence to get it from the outside.
In the meantime Vandine is chugging along through the
mud toward home. Jenkins manages to get his fingers
on the ball and draw it inside, but Vanding has already
crossed the plate.

)
u 1

“When Lauder gets control, he will make Christy Mathew-

son, Jack Combs and those other top pitchers look like

class Z exhibits.”

On March 25, Lowdermilk is listed as one of ten

pitchers on the 1911 Cardinals’ openin

g day roster.

Six days later, Bresnahan brings Grover’s younger
brother Louis to St. Louis as part of a 12-man pitch-

ing staff.

Louis makes his major league debut on April 23,

pitching a scoreless ninth inning, with

a hit allowed

and a strikeout, in a 7-0 loss to the Chicago Cubs.

The following day, Grover pitches three scoreless in-
nings in a 6-5 win over Pittsburgh. On May 4, Grover

Grover Lowdermilk
1911 St. Louis Cardinals

has one of his worst outings, yielding eight runs on six walks and four hits, including a
grand slam home run by Hall of Famer Honus Wagner in a 17-1 loss to Pittsburgh.

Louis appears in only three of the Cardinals'first 53 games when on June 17, he and fellow
pitcher Roy Golden are suspended and fined $100 by Bresnahan for not being in shape to
pitch. Grover is not involved in the suspension as earlier reported, and is considered one of
the hardest workers in the local camp as there is not a day that he is not working on his
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TRAIN

eives OFF VIADUCT TO STREET

July 11,1911 - Tearing through Bridgeport, Connecutict, at terrific speed to make
up an hour’s lost time, the Federal Express, bound from Washington to Boston,
and carrying the St. Louis Cardinals baseball team, derails with the locomotive,
tender, mail cars and sleepers, loaded with passengers, lying in a tangled mass of
wreckage. Thirteen dead and 42 wounded are taken from the debris. A mistake by
the train crew probably saves the ball players lives. When the train leaves Philadel-
phia, the Cardinals occupy the the fourth and fifth cars. When itis backed onto the
ferry to circle Manhatten Island, the train is divided into four sections of threg cars
gach. When landing at the East River station, the Cardinals’ cars are placed near
the end of the 12-car train, probably saving them from injury or death.

MANY
DEAD:

profession. It's noted that Grover's
$300 per month salary makes him too
expensive for any minor league team
to acquire him.

On Seﬁtember 17,in a game called
after the seventh inning because of
darkness, Grover picks up his first ca-
reer complete game and shutout in a
0-0 tie with the Boston Rustlers in the

and four walks while striking out a pair and is said to be “effective with men on base.” Grover fin-
ishes the season with a 0-1 mark and a 7.29 ERA. In 33 1/3 innings he walks 33, strikes out 15 and
yields 37 hits. Louis has a better season in his rookie campaign, going 3-4 with a solid 3.46 ERA. He

completes three games in 10 starts.

Parting Ways is Always Difficult

After three long and frustrating season with Grover
Lowdermilk, St. Louis manager Roger Bresnahan (left)
finally sells the elongated one outright to Louisville of
the American Association. He says, “I made Billy Gray-
cd son, of Louisville, buy the release of Grover Laudermilk
ﬁ\sic). This big boy ought to prove a whirlwind in the
S American Association. | spent two years trying to make
— abigleague twirler out of Grover. Maybe it was his own
- | fault that he failed to develope, although he is the hard-
S est worker in the business. Sometimes | blame myself
for Laudermilk's (sic) inability to make good. Perhaps
& he will come faster working for some other man. That's
why I turned him loose. | never liked his motion while
delivering the ball, but he has plenty of deceptive stuff on his curve, and no pitcher in
the game has more speed than the long coal miner from Illinois. Lack of control has
been his chief handicap. Some people argue that a pitcher can overcome wildness
by constant hard work. | always thought so myself until | ran against G. Laudermilk.
But there’s one gent that practiced, moming, noon and night, and still lacked control
at the crucial moment. He never seemed to be able to handle his curve when crowd-
ed into close quarters. Maybe Laudermilk will do better under another manager.”

another “Slim” Sallee (who was 15-9 for the Red Birds in 1911). He says that the young south-
paw possesses many “foolers” and he is developing very fast.

ington Courier-Journal:

After four years of having his last name misspelled, Grover
attempts to set the record straight when he tells the Lex-

“LOWDERMILK is the way | spell my name and not Laudermilk. There
seems to be a doubt among the fans as to how | spell it. | hope this
will settle the question once and for all.”

- Grover Lowdermilk, May 1912

second game of a Sunday afternoon

doubleheader. He allows seven hits

Near the end of the season, Lowder

“Wel

Grover Lowdermilk
1911 St. Louis Cardinals

milk meets with Bresnahan in the

Iobb?/ of the Hotel Somerset in New York and hands him an ultimatum,
Duke. I'm through. Il never play with the Cardinals again and if

you don't see fit to trade me, I'm to stay in the coal mines of Odin next
summer. That goes, see?” At the end of the season, he is sold outright -
no strings attached - to the American Association’s Louisville Colonels.
Like other managers before him, first-year manager Jack Tighe is enam-
ored with Lowdermilk’s potential and says, “I think Laudermilk will be a
wonder in the Association next season. In fact, | look for him to be the

leading twirler of the league.”

As usual, Lowdermilk is the first
player to report to spring train-
ing and he tells Tighe that he
wants to pitch every third day
during the 1912 season. Mean-
while, over in St. Louis manager
Roger Bresnahan has a second
Lowdermilk to rave about when
he says that Louis is going to be

Grover Lowdermilk
1912 Louisville Colonels

Tighe names Lowdermilk as his 1912 opening day starter

against Minneapolis. The angular one walks only two but al-

lows 11 hits in a 6-4 loss. It's being reported that Bresnahan
has been trying to get rid of Louis for almost a month when
on May 16, the unwanted lefty pitches a complete game
win over the Brooklyn Dodgers in his final major league
appearance. On Ma{ 25, St. Louis manager Bresnahan an-
nounces that Louis Lowdermilk will not make the team'’s
travel squad on their first western trip.

May 16, 1912 -
Brooklyn Dodgers at St. Louis Cardinals
Robison Field, St. Louis, Missouri

1y

T 1 n
Al o F L

]
pleag & &
1

Victory Dver Rucker May Save
Laudermilk From Minor League

The Cardinals’ unwanted lefty Louis Lowdermilk
has a complete game victory over the last-place
Brooklyn Dodgers in his 20th, and final, major
league appearance. Lowdermilk allows nine hits
and walks four, including two intentionally in his
picking up his fourth career win. Cardinals’ man-
ager Bresnahan, who has been public for almost
a month in his desire to “move” Lowdermilk,

ets his wish when he sells the 24-year-old to
the Southern Association's Mobile Sea Gulls three
days after the complete game for a $1,000 re-
turn. Lowdermilk is 1-5 for the Sea Gulls when he
deserts the team in July and is put on baseball's
suspended list.
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On July 26, Grover yields three hits and three walks in a 2-1 complete game win at Indianapolis. A
day later the St. Louis Star and Times opines that he will soon be returning to the Cardinals. On July
29, the Lowdermilk brothers are reunited once again, in Louisville, not St. Louis. The younger Louis
makes his Colonel debut in relief against St. Paul on August 11.

Frank Chance’s Chicago Cubs are 68-36 and five Eames

behind front-running New York on August 14, when they LAHD[HM*LK EU[S
purchase Grover (17-16 and Ieaﬁue-leading 155 strike- L ¢
outs) and Fred Toney (11-10). The twin acquisitions don't - 1 i

help the blue-capped Bruins as they go 23-23 over their | U [ n |EﬂlEu EIJ BS
final 46 games. Toney is 1-2 with a 5.25 ERA while Lowder-

milk is 0-1 with a 9.29 ERA in two treks to the mound. —_—

CHEICAGEE Awg. 1h=Imn &n ¢ffoFC [0

On September 28, 31 days after his first Cub ag;pearance a1 dushy rar the Xaliodal Leugihs pe

where he worked six innings in relief against Brooklyn, R e s L

R | 4 | Lowdermilk makes his second Cub appearance as the e 8 Tl s e B B

St .l | starting pitcher against the Cincinnati Reds. In a game DLOET._DErRN Siited e Xaibicul

Grover Lowdermilk shortened to seven innings by a steady rain, Lowdermilk | = teri=se from Bosen o wesin o
1912 Chicago Cubs reverts to his old habits walking 11 and allowing 10 hits | <tei somreas 0 0

ina 12-1 setback. And just for good measure, he has an
error, a wild pitch and a balk. While Grover is being batted around in the West Side Grounds, Louis is on the move again when he
leaves Louisville on his own accord and signs with the Wallace Hogan and the Vernon Tigers of the Pacific Coast (AA) League. The

Colonels put “up a kick," with his West Coast signing.

On December 15, Lowdermilk's stay in the Windy City is short when the Cubs send him packing to
Cincinnati as part of an eight-player trade that features Hall of Famer Joe Tinker leaving Chicaﬁo
for Cincinnati. As soon as the trade is completed, it's reported that neither Lowdermilk or catcher
Harry Chapman will be invited to Cincinnati's spring training in 1913.

New Inveniion Likely To Bs Adopted In In 1913, Lowdermilk returns to Louisville
€chools To Mk Pags Bows Real Athlet for a second-straight, when the Colonels
SEROOE [0 THake Ty Syt eak ANEEE e S S

— Mordecai Brown to the Cubs for “Lank”

'-- A e T e T R Laudermilk, in early January. Concluding
that desperate measures are necessary

if “Lank”is to gain control of his pitches,

the Louisville management signs his own

rivate catcher, a coal miner from his .
ﬁometown of Odin, named Jasper Weaver, | taudermiix Sending up His

Weaver is later released and sent down wiveriloplis

the ladder to Decatur.

On May 18, Minneapolis left fielder Frank Delahanty and Lowdermilk have an
“exchange.” There has been bad blood between the two, with Delehanty saying
that Lowdermilk has attempted to bean him on several occasions. In the first
inning, Delehanty, after being hit on the wrist, charges the mound, bat in hand
and hits Lowdermilk’s “anatomy” several times before the players are separated.
The incident is later dropped as the umpires say that Delehanty’s actions “did
not amount to anything.

Lowdermilk spends the next two years with the Double-A Colonels. Noted
as the team’s mound “workhorse” and one of the franchise’s most popular

players, he is 20-14 with 304 innin?s pitched in 1913, and 18-16 with 284 in-
nings toiled the following season. In 588 innings over two years, Lowdermilk

allows only 459 hits, but still struggles with his control, walking 296.

T BONTE OF THE SV ADE | FYDARS O HOHTHS o
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In 1914, he leads the American Association in strikeouts for a second-straight season with 254, the second-highest single season
Berger had 264 for Columbus in 1906. At the end of the season he is one of seven pitchers

U

total in league history - Charles “Heine’

named to the league’s unofficial all-star team as selected by 26 baseball experts.

The final two months of the season prove hectic for Lowdermilk, when on August 13,
Branch Rickey's St. Louis Browns outbid every other major league club to acquire his ser-
vices and those of catcher Hank Severeid. The Browns pay in the range of $20,000 for the
duo and Rickey also agrees to turn over three players in return to Louisville. At the time of

the transaction, Lowdermilk is allowing

BANKS ON

=g =l=

LOWDERMILK
RICKEY IS OPTIMISTIC
HAS FAITH IN

L L R )

SCOUTS

two hits less per nine innings than any other pitcher

in the American Association while Severeid is hitting .324. It's reported that the two players have already signed contracts with the
Browns and will report to the team on September 15.

However, on September 4, C.C. Madison of the Federal League’s Kansas City Packers announces that his team has purchased Low-
dermilk and Severeid for $20,000. Madison admits that the duo has signed contracts with the Browns, but says that the American
League club no longer possesses the documents, and that the two players are free agents. After receiving blank contracts (their

story), Lowdermilk and Severeid si

n with the Packers for the same amount but with added bonuses of several thousand dollars for

the players. The confusion is later c%eared up when the two say they were merely “considering the offer”.

Lowdermilk's season comes to an unexpected end on September 17, when he is sent home by
manager Jack Hayden for “extreme wildness.” It was also hinted that the “tall boy” wasn't inter-

ested in pitching after his sale to the Bro

wns and this led to his disgraceful dismissal by Hayden.

Too Old to Learn New Tricks

~

i

Detroit's Hughey Jennings
is depending on Grover
Lowdermilk to pull his
club out of the champi-
onship fire he is flying in
the face of 0ld Man Prob-
ability.  Glover's great
weakness is lack of con-

PN
trol. When he swings his

K\ 0004
tremendous arm through

the winding up arc, Grover's eye is not on the plate.
Nor yet is it on the batter. It is not until just before the
moment of delivery that Grover’s optics focus on the
few square inches of space through which his fast ball
must cleave if he is to come through as per instruc-
tions from his hoss. Exgerts in pitching think, this is
the fault that has kept Grover from being one of the
greatest mound men of all time.

The natural query is, “Why doesn’t he reform his sys-
tem?” And the only reply s that he can't. Grover is no
spring chicken. He has been through the mill sev-
eral years and is practically hopeless. Branch Rickey
(above) was asked, recently about Grover. Branch
sold Lowdermilk for §4,000 late last season to the
Tigers. This is what he thought of the lanky one:

“Grover is institutionalized. | think he has passed the
time, when he can be instructed. He Is hard working
and conscientious, but he just can't change his old
tricks. His pitching habits are permanently formed. |
had this in mind when | let Lowdermilk go. What use-
fulness he had was waning, not coming. Furthermore,
it was more or less a case of a choice between him
and Koob. ‘I saw a chance to develop Koob, none fqr
Grover. For that reason | will be genuinely surprised if
Jennings is able to improve Grover. think his wildness
is habit ual. He may be useful to a heavy hitting club
like Detroit, but that he will never overcome his chief
fault | find it hard to believe.” - April 22, 1916

Re5ﬁonding to his first really consistent workload
at the major league level, a 30-year-old Lowdermilk
responds with a 13-18 mark and a respectable 3.24
ERAin 1915, splitting time between the St. Louis
Browns (9-17) and Detroit Tigers (4-1).

In 45 games overall, including 34 starts, he strikes
out 148 (6th in the AL) and walks 157 (2nd) in 250
1/3 innings (12th). Fourteen of his 18 losses are by
two runs or less, including seven by a lone tally.

On June 23, Lowdermilk relieves starter Bill James at
the start of the eighth innin\cA;Iand ulls a stunt that

arners national attention. While fielding a ground

all with two runners on base, Lowdermilk turns a
somersault allowing the runner from third to score.
And while he sits on the ground holding the ball, Ty
Cobb scores all of the way from second base in a 4-2
Tiger win.

Yet, on September 6, the Detroit Tigers, three games
behind front-running Boston, purchase Lowdermilk,
who goes 4-1 for the Bengals with a 4.18 ERA.

Only three games into the 1916 season, Lowder-
milk's stay in Detroit comes to an abrupt end on
April 14 when team president Frank Navin ask for
waivers on the erratic one day after a brief appear-
ance against the Chicago White Sox where he walks
the first three batters he faces on 12 pitches. HW.
Lanigan, a noted s?orts historian referred to Low-
dermilk as “The Wild Man of the Major Leagues.”

L et
Grover Lowdermilk
1915 St. Louis Browns

Grover Lowdermilk
1916 Detroit Tigers
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Grover Lowdermilk [11 of 13]: Fohl tells Lowdermilk to get glasses and increase stride

Within 24 hours, Cleveland's Lee Fohl (right) claims the ' [ gy
31-Kear-old for his Indians. In his first five appearances | f: ;
with the Tribe, he walks 31 in 24 innings. An optimistic
Fohl thinks part of Lowdermilk's wildness is caused by
bad eyesight and too short of a stride on the mound.
On June 8, the Indians ask for waivers on Lowdermilk
and catcher Tom Daly. However, Fohl isn't anxious to
see Lowdermilk go to another American League club,
and pulls his name off of the waiver list. Four days
later, Lowdermilk is claimed by the Portland Beavers of the Pacific Coast
League, but he refuses to be turned over to the Beavers and wants to
be declared a free agent.

After much discussion, on June 25, a proposed Lowdermilk trade with | Some pitchers need only a change of pace to make them wizards. Grover Cleve-
Portland in exchange for first baseman Louis Guisto is called off as land Lowdermilk, the human slat, doesn’t require a change of pace to round out

i i i i is repertoire: he needs a change of stride. Whether he lingers longer in the major
I._owdermllk ance agaln declln_es £0.go out west. Eventuallfl the_: Indlans Eagues hirllgeshupondhis agility to fstre.t?;h }Irvohm gn 1h8-|i.nch to |a threé-fo%t stri.de
tire of his antlcs'an release h'm for gOOd On.AUQUSt 2.Fo Iowmg his re- in delivery in his future slag assignments for the Cleveland Indians. Lee Fohl,
|eas¢, Lovydermllk changes his mind and degldes to reports to Portland, | raster of the Indians, is grooming the 6-foot-6-inch flinger whom Pat Moran,
making his Beaver debut on Au?ust 12, issuing five walks in a 5-3 loss to | Jimmy Archer, Oscar Stanage, Sam Agnew, Branch Rickey and Bily Sullvan have
the Vernon Tigers. Three weeks later a disqusted Lowdermilk says heis | called unteachable. Fohl says Grover can be converted into a wonder pitcher i

through with aseba”l packs his trunk and leaves for his home in lllinois. | Grover ever attains control. Every one else in the major leagues agrees with Fohl.

In seven appearances with the Beavers, he was 1-4 with a 3.82 ERA.

With the advent of the new year in 1917, Lowdermilk is on the move again

¢ when Cleveland sends pitcher Fred Beebe (left) to Portland for the rights of the ST luls m

pitcher they released four months earlier. The Indians then send the disgruntled .

: one to Columbus for infielder Joe Leonard. Reunited with former teammate and m[s A m
manager Joe Tinker, he leads the American Association in ERA (1.70), shutouts

o (7), strikeouts (250) and ties with Louisville's Dixie Davis for the lead in wins with

I 25.Healso finishes second in innings pitched (355) and walks (128), but at only m 3 s‘rm

=1 a3.2rate per nine innings.

Lowdermalk, Demmmitt and Gar.
bar G To American Leaguos
In Exchange for Hamil
torn, Park, Harthey,

On August 18, the St. Louis Browns trade pitchers Earl Hamilton, James Park, outfielder Fin Yard-

ley and catcher Grover' Hartley to Columbus for Lowdermilk, outfielder Ray Demmitt, shortsto
ally Gerber and cash considerations. In his first start with the Browns on Seﬁtember 22, Lowder-

milk pitches his third career major league shutout, a four-hit 7-0 decision without a walk against

the New York Yankees.

Always a little different in his trainin? meth-
ods, Lowdermilk is now given complete
freedom by Browns' manager Fielder Jones
(right) in the spring of 1918. An optimistic
Jones predicts that his rit_?ht-han er will win
20 games this season. Following an eight-in-
ning stint in a 3-2 loss to Cleveland on June
25, Lowdermilk has a 2.88 ERA in 12 games
when first a lame elbow and then a stomach
ailment sidelines him, except for one two-
inning stint on July 30, for the remainder of the season.

— Lowdermilk begins the 1919 campaign with the St. Louis Browns
il - and has a 0.75 ERA in seven relief appearances when the Chica-

.| go White Sox purchase Lowdermilk’s contract from the Browns
on May 17. The Pale Hose assign him locker No. 13 in hopes of
improving his luck.

Grover Lowdermilk Grover Lowdermilk
1917 Columbus Senators 1918 St. Louis Browns
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LOWDERMILK QUITS 50X;
TELLS GLEASON HE CAN'T

WIN GAMES FOR CHICAGO

Lowdermilk moves into Chica?o’s
starting rotation early on, but follow-
ing an 11-1 loss to ashin%ton on July
16, the angular one quits the team,
telling manager Kid Gleason that he
was leaving because he was unable to
win games for the team.

His retirement lasts all of eight days.

Lowdermilk finishes the season 5-5
with the White Sox with a 2.79 ERA

in 20 appearances, and for the first
time in his career, he is on a pennant-
winning team. The White Sox go 88-52
and finish 3 1/2 games ahead of Cleve-
land and an upcoming World Series
date with the Cincinnati Reds.

In Game One, White Sox starting
itcher Ed Cicotte is knocked out in a
ve-run fourth inning. Lowdermilk is

summoned in from the bullpen in the

eighth inning and allows one run on
an RBI triple to pitcher Dutch Ruether.
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Pitcher Grover Lowdermilk (left) backs up the play.
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IJ F -

rld Series opener,

He also walks a man and hits another in a surprising 9-1 loss. It will be Lowdermilk's lone World Series appearance.

Two years later Cicotte and seven other White Sox pla
Reds. All eight players are banned for life from baseball.

In late February its reported that a “toothless

n

league waivers. However, Chicago's Gleason changes his mind and kee
winter Lowdermilk had all of his teeth removed because he had a hunc

“ers are found to have conspired to throw the World Series to the underdog

Lowdermilk is expected to be sold to the Minneapolis Millers if he can clear major

ﬁs the 35-year-old on the roster. A story circulates that this past
the roots of his molars reached down into his arm. He now

P

Grover Lowdermilk
1019 St. Louis Browns

Grover Lowdermilk
1919 Chicago White Sox

Grover Lowdermilk
1919 Chicago White Sox

reports that there isn't the “the
slightest kink” in his throwing
motion.

Lowdermilk is eager for the
1920 season to begin. ‘I never
was in better shape than this
spring, and | have control
now," he said. “If the Kid
would just put me in there I'd
show ‘em something. A fellow
can't keep his arm in shape by
sticking to the bench.”

Seldom used in the season’s
early going, Lowdermilk
makes his 122nd and final
major league appearance on
May 12,ina 14-8 loss to the
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New York Yankees. Reportedly, the White Sox had earlier refused an offer by Joe Tinker of the
American Association’s Columbus Senators to purchase Lowdermilk for $5,000.

Pnominious end when he is sent home
team in Lebanon, Penns?llvania. After
turning down a “flattering offer” from the Lebanon team, he signs with Minneapolis on May 22,
and the following day later pitches a three-hit complete game win over Indianapolis.

Lowdermilk's extended major league career comestoai
from Boston on May 20 for negotiating with an industria

Not everything is peaches and cream for Lowdermilk in his time with the Millers. When he arrives
for a series in Kansas City, after a brief vacation at his home in Odin, he finds that no one has taken
care for his baseball equipment, which is still be back in Louisville for all that anyone knows. With-
out his uniform, glove and shoes, he doesn't dress out for game one of the series.

After again threatenin? anumber of times to quit the team, an unhappy Lowdermilk actually

does on August 24, following a “sad exhibition” on the mound in the ninth inning a%ainst Toledo.
Relieving Ed Hovlik, he walks two men, hits another, makes a wild pitch and twice falls down trying
to field bunts. In addition, he allows two hits as the Mud Hens tally four runs in a 9-7 come from
behind win, Saying he is done playing for Minneapolis, Lowdermilk is suspended and placed on the

reserve list for next season. His departure leaves the team with only four pitchers. Reconsidering, he

later asks for a second chance and rejoins the team 10 days later and finishes out the season.

On May 6, 1921, Lowdermilk no-hits St. Paul for 8 1/3 innings but nine walks and a hit batter en-
able the Saints to rally for a 5-3 win in 10 innings. His season with the Millers is interrupted in late
July when he and teammate Bill James are called to Chicago to testify at the trial of the indicted
White Sox players for the alleged ”throwint_?” of the 1919 World Series. Both Pitchers were used
sparingly in the Series by the White Sox. Following a 11-9 season, Lowdermilk is one of 11 players
ealt to the Columbus Senators in a multi-team trade on December 14, in exchange for pitcher

Dave Danforth, who ends up with the St. Louis Browns. Columbus fans, who have been in a “coma-
tose condition for a period bordering on six years” are revived somewhat by the announcement of

the arrival of the new players.

Making his first start in more than a month, Lowdermilk gives up five runs in two innings to Louis-
ville and decides once acq;ain to “quit baseball forever.” He is placed on the familiar suspended list
and returns home. In early July, he signs with the semipro Pontiac (Ill.) Giants to pitch all of their
“important ?ames.” One of those important games comes against the Chicago Giants on July 24,
where he allows eight hits, including two home runs, in a 5-3 loss.

A year after leaving the game, Lowdermilk is barred from organized baseball when he signs with

the “outlaw” Hornell (N.Y.) Independents. Former Pittsburgh Pirate Jake Pitler (1917-1918), is the pIayer-manaﬂ
claims to have won the independent championship of the country the year before. Once again, Lowdermilk, t

A

Grover Lowdermilk
1920 Minneapolis Millers

Grover Lowdermilk
1921 Minneapolis Millers

er of the team which
e team'’s highest-

salaried player, is not satisfied with conditions in Hornell and along with Duke Reilley (Cleveland 1909), leaves the team on June 15.

His primary complaint is that he can not stand the trips in automobiles to the various towns.

Moving over to the Canton (lIL.) Industrials in time for the 1924 season, Lowdermilk, despite a 10-2 mark, is released for failing to get his

arm into shape and a team effort to lower salaries. On May 17, 1926, pitchin
one-way train ticket back to Racine after failing to last two innings in'a 10-9

?for the Racine Eskimos, a 41-year-old Lowdermilk is given a
0ss to the Kenosha Twin Sixes.

Better Late Than Never

On May 10, 1941, nearly 18 years after being barred
from organized baseball for playing for the “outlaw”
Hornell (N.Y.) Independents, Grover Lowdermilk is
among a “large” list of reinstated players issued re-
cently by Minor League President William G. Bram-
ham. Other former big leaguers reinstated include
Jean Dale, Jack Leary, Hal Janvrin. Erskine Mayer, and
Al Wickland. A lawyer from Durham, Bramham is the
third President of the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues, the
parent organization of minor league baseball. He serves from 1932 through 1946.

Eventually, Grover and his wife,
Nora, return to their hometown of
Odin, lllinois, where he finds em-
ployment in the local coal mines.
Lowdermilk L)asses away on March
31,1968 at the age of 83. Louis dies
seven years later on December 27,
1975, in Centralia, lllinois.

Lowdermilk Is
Dead At Age 83

0D, 1. (AP = Former
majer leapue baseball pitcher
Grover Lowdermik 5, died in
Odin Sunday.

Lowwdermilk pilched for the 5o
Louls Cardinals, the St Louis
Browns, the Cloveland Indians
and the 1519 Chlcage White Sax,



https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hovlied01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/danfoda01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/pitleja01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/reilldu01.shtml

