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Cups of Coffee: Bob Dresser
Local pitching prospect Bob Dresser joins the Boston Pittsburg Pirates at Boston Beneaters
Beaneaters in August 1902 directly from the NorthAugust 13, 1902
ern New York League, a four-team semipro league in
the Empire State.

Within days of joining Al Buckenberger’s National League club, the 23-year-old
Dresser makes his major league debut on August 13, in the second game of a doubleheader against the first-place Pittsburg(h) Pirates.
Pitching in front of a large gathering of friends, the Newton, Massachusetts, lefthander opens the game by striking future Hall of Famer Fred Clarke and centerfielder
Ginger Beaumont ... Dresser gets two strikes on Tommy Leach before the third baseman singles to begin a three-run Pirate rally, aided by a two-out error by first baseman
Fred Tenney ... Dresser goes the route against the Bucs, allowing only only two earned
runs on 12 hits while striking out eight.
Pawtucket (RI) Times, August 14, 1902

For Dresser, the complete game will
also be his only appearance at the major league level.
In the seventh inning, Pittsburgh’s Honus
Wagner singles to open the inning ... the
future Hall of Famer proceeds to steal
second, third and home to score the
game’s final tally in a 6-1 Corsair victory.

Pittsburg at Boston August 13, 1902 - Official Scorecard

Dresser’s road to Boston’s
South End Grounds is not
without incident ... on August 2, following a meeting of the
officers of the Northern New York League, President Larkin
announces that following a protest by league member Plattsburg, he is expelling Bob Dresser, a young left hander just
signed by St. Albans, for jumping his contract with Plattsburg
... Larkin feels that the punishment is appropriate and “should
prove a good lesson to others likewise inclined”.
George Childs, president of the St. Albans team, wires Larkin in
return that he doesn’t recognize Larkin’s authority to suspend
Dresser and will continue to play him.
The following afternoon (August 3), Dresser makes his St. Albans’ debut with a 3-2 complete game victory over Plattsburg
… Dresser allows his former team seven hits while striking out
three and walking three.
On the same day that Dresser makes his debut with the Beaneaters, the Northern New York League, with the agreement of
the St. Albans franchise, issues a ruling that Dresser is a “contract jumper” and can no longer play for any team in the league
… they also find that St. Albans was not aware of Dresser’s previous contract with Plattsburg and is “innocent” in the matter.

